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Dear Sir, 


OW very truly that de- 
KY lightlom walk , which 
A with ſo much art and 


charge , you have forced out. 
of _ that  negle&ted | piece. of 
ground adjoining to your Gar- 
dens may be compared to the 
ancient Feripatnm, thoſe very 
 many- that you are pleaſed to 
oblige there with the better 
Hoſpitallity of - 3#genions dil- 
courſes, can abundantly. wit- 
neſs. And truly,Sir, as I have 
been happy in being one of the- 
frequenteſt Gueſts theres, ſo I 
could not but think my ſelf un- 
juſt, ſhould I not make this pub- 
lick, ackgowledgment - of. it, 
bis 7 5. 0.N though. ' 
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though I be ſufficiently aſſured, 
that fince you honour me with 
a real Friendſhip, you expect 
no ſuch empty and troubleſom 
recognitions, Now Sir, the 
method that you have been 
pleaſed to fix your friends, that 
attend you in ſuch conyerſes, 
hong rene to be this, tu"agree 

re-hand upon what ſhall be 
the ſubject of the next Eſſay, 
and the reaſon you gave forit, 
I remember was this, that 
thereby we might with a little 
more care furniſf our minds, 


_and be more advantaged by 
+ communicating (not any ſud- 


den raſh or raw but the belt 
and moſt maturely digeſted ſen- 
timents of our Souls, each to 


_ other. For as the Spartan Lo- 


gicians (lay you) were (not 
without good reafon) never 
permitted to make any quick 
and 
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- and ſudden reſponſes to any 


queſtion propoſed to them. So 
though perhaps ſome things 
pertinent may fall from men on 
the ſudden, yet doubtlefs thoſe 
that conſider well before-hand 
have much the advantage... Lei- 
ſure eafily mends what haſte did 
well,. and always corredts what 
precipitancy did amiſs. 

My preſent infelicity, Sir, is 
to be prevented by an envious 


_ diſtemper of giving you m 
Ce Ter 


promi aance. Yet that 
=__ go as far as my utmoſt - 
poſſibilities would permit, in 
paying my due reſpetts to you, 
I have ſent this to ſupply my 
place, and if you will pleaſe to 
ag K. to be my Official, he 
all read what I ſhould have 
ſpoken. _ 
Sir, I will be bold to tell the 
World that there is no Gentle- 
A 4 man 
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man (placed inthe like circum- 
Jo05en) that can be more cor- 
dially follicitous for the intereſt 
of true Religion, ad the flaur- 
1(hing Eſtate of the Church of 
England, than your felt. No 
man hath more deeply and 
heartily bewailed her late wo- 
ful perſecution, nor. can any 
have more ſolaced himſelf in 
the hopes of her riſing to her 
ancient -fplendar, face the late 
bleſſed and miraculous revolu- 


tion... But provideace lets us | 


be witneſles, thateven rational 
hopes ſametimes (as to the ex- 


pedted Event), are vain, and” 


that Clouds many times obſcure 
the new-riſen Sun. That moſt 
fecundant heat which pradu- 
ceth that moſt deliciouſly 
enamel'd Carpet, that we ſee 
ſpread upon the Earth,; pradu- 
ceth alfa Frogs and FEI 
that 
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that diſturb or make dangeravs 
that repoſe that-men deſigned 


62: promiſed: thetnſelves upon 


it--| And'that moſt 'wiſe, and 
always juſt providence of Hea- 
ven, oftentimes allays the great- 
eſt felicities here below, with 
ſome ungrateful and vexatious 
appanages.. And thus that great 
delight that ſo much longed for 
comfort,that we may now take 
1n worſhipping our. God , aC» 
cording to the Primitive Rules, 
m the  Commumon. of the 
Church of England , 1s now 
much impaired and imbitter'd 
by the contemplation of ſo ma- 
ny violent Oppoſitions yet 
againſt, her , maintained by a 
multitude of men, whom net- 
ther the greateſt kindneſsupon 
Earth can oblige, nor indeed 
miracles from Row prevail 
upon to lay afide their Un- 

| A 5 Chriſtian 


_* A LE, ca art eat at 4 
OR , : 6 ] TRE. 
y 
| * 


A Free and © 


Chriſtian and cauſeleſs animo- 
ſities. | 

.Fhe ſearching into the cauſes 
of this ſad, reflection hath been 
the taſk that you have now for 
a conſiderable time impoſed up- 
on your ſelf, and your Philo- 
ſophical Friends. And I ſhould 
* be injurious to the merits of {o 
good a Perſon, ſhould I forget 
one account that you have reli- 
giouſly given of this Phzxno- 
menon , and that hath been 
fetched from Gods tendereſt 
reſpets unto this Church;which 
though appearing - perhaps a 
ſeeming Paradox to ſome light 
Confiderors, yet you have moſt 
intelligibly and plainly explica- 
ted. *For a full proſperity - 
doubtleſs is the moſt perillous 
temptation, and a ſtate moſt 
dangerous to the deſign of Re- 
ligion, and the great intereſts 
of 


p_ 


of Souls. And had we not a- 
fall account of this in the dif- 
ference of Chriſtianity while 
under its Primitive troubles and 
perſecutions, from what it was 
when (by the praqvidence of 
Heaven) it emergeth from-un- 
der theſe, and flouriſhed in the 


triumphal Banners of Kings and 


Emperours; yet you have told 
us,if we wanted theſe, we were 
able to give too great aſſurance 
of this to our ſelves, within the 
little compaſs of our own time, 
haviog ſeen thoſe, who, whilſt 
they were under the late per- 
fecution, were exatt and regu» 
lar io all Chriſtian duties, even 
to the ſhaming as well as fru- 
{trating the malice of thoſe who 
ſought induſtriouſly for ſome- 
thing whereof to. accuſe them, 
yet lince the changing of their 
conditions, have ſtrangely and 

fadly 
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ſadly miſcarried, ſwerved from 
their former rules, and grown 
to harbour and commitprodigi- 
, ons immorallities. 

Now the wiſe and great 
goodneſs of God knowing this, 
_ may well exerciſe us ſtil} with 
theſe affliftions (and that with- 
out any:diminution of its own 
tenderneſs) that thereby, that 
filth/ and ruſt may be effectually 
prevented, which ſhould we lye 
long in an idle profperity, we 
ſhould certaialy contra. And 
the inference from it (I re- 
member_ was Teligious and pi- 
ous ,, that we ſhould not too 
much. 'repine and murmure at 
theſe diſappointments of 'our 
_ hopes 3 but be ſo far from en- 
tertaining any 1]] thoughts of 
_ God,as tocaſt the whole blame 

- upon- our own wretched infir- 
mities, and bleſs his goodneſs 


that 
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Impartial Inquiry. 13 
that hath ſo mercifully provi- 
ded again(t them. 

In the purſuit of this ſubject, 
and progreſs our diſcourſes up- 
on the cauſes of it, we could 
not chuſe but glance often at 
the oppoſite parties, which are 
indeed the great occalioners of 
our preſent diſturbances, nor 
ſhall they ever be able to free 
themſclves from the guilt of 
them, what excuſes and palia- 
tions ſoever they may hope to 
frame. Now amongſ(t theſe our 
thoughts firſt fixed themſelves 
upon the Antifignari,the Lead- 
ers of this great diſſenting mul- 
titudez and after ſeveral things 
remarkable -1n them (which I 
need not now repeat) it came 
into our purpoſes to ſearch for 
the cauſes of that-very great 
elteem- they are in, and that 


great Veneration they "have 


from 
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from their deluded Profelytes, 
to whom as very many of thoſe 
_ prophetick marks by which the 
Hereticks of old are (ignalized 
by St. Jade, are as pertinently 
applicable, as ifthoſe very per- 
ſons had already antedated the 
great reſurrection 3 ſo this par- 


ticularly that now we mention, 
the davudlor]is meiowrea , having 


the perſons of their Leaders in 
a wonderful admiration. 

Bur, Sir, before I enter 1m- 
mediately upon this taſk I have 
thought it might not be wholly 
1mpertinent , to vindicate this 
enquiry from thoſe Cenſures, 


which it will” be moſt ſure to 


meet with from others, when 
it is once diſcovered. And two 
there are that perhaps it may 
be affaulted withal. - Either 
firſt, that. ſfach anenquiry is 
uſeleſs, and the expence of pre- 
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cious time (though I'll affure 
you this hath not taken up 
much) will lye heavy on him 
that purſues it. Or elfe ſecond- 
iy, that it is allready obvious 


| . and plain,and he will but hold 


a Candle to the Sun that en- 
. deavoursto account for it. 
Theſe are the principal (I am 
apt to fancy) of any that we 
need fearz as for any other 
| little petty objeGions or: cla- 
mours that (its like) theſe con- 
cerned perſons would raiſe 
againſt it, we will wholly dif- 
claim and relinquiſh our Phi- - 
laſophy if we be much con- 
cerned at them. 

Now for the aſfoiling the 
firſt of theſe, I will take liberty 
to aſſert, that certainly he is et- 
ther a deeply intereſted perſon, 
ora very ſuperficial Speculator, 
that can have the confidence to 
owne it. For 
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For firſt a-man without -pre- 


tending any great ſpirit of pro- | 


 phecy may eaſily foretel, that 
while they poſleſs this great 
eſteem, they will moſt eaſily in 
fluence their people. how they 
pleaſe, : Sir, it- is a great truth, 
That the people generally judge by 
their afjedions rather-than their 
judgments, and thole whom 
they . admire and reverence, 
they commonly pay an impl1- 
cite Fatth to. all their placitsz 
they, will ſeldom be at the pains 
or leiſure of examining things 
in their naked garbs, but -uſu- 
ally ga ſome nearer and eafier 
way, and paſs fentence. upon 
them- as they comply with, or 
diſſent from their paſhons, and 
humours, and inchnations, or 
ſome External intereſts, And 
nothing is more eake to obſerve 
than-this,' is. what a mighty 
1 influence 
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Impartial Inquiry. 17 
influence the reputation of a 
ſpeaker hath, in raiſing aready 
admittance. for what he deli- 
vers, into the minds. of men 3 
whilſt he that labours under 
prejudices,and encounters with 
a prepalleſſing diſreſpect, ſhall 
be little or not-at all regarded 
1a what he ſpeaks, though ke 
were asEloquent as Telly. The 
ſame -things delivered by dif- 
ferent perſons are- very -diffe- _ 


_ rently reſented 3 ap es 


times 8 jcjune and flat 


from one, men lave, {hall be 


mightily cryed up, before-the 


. molt excellent compalitions of 


one whom: they. value not. 
And indeed, Sir, it requires 
no mean ftock of Philoſophy, 


- for a man to free himſelf from 


ſuch prepoſle(ſions, and to be 
able to receive a truth equally 
from all-men, | Even the spar- 

tar 


C 
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fan Lords, as wiſe and as grave 
as they were, yet if an uſeful 
trath were delivered by any 
of an ifl repute, would have it 
repeated by one of a better 
elteem3z as if truth were not 
equally ſo from any men, but 
owed it's acceptableneſs to'the 
reputation 164 credit of him 
that ſpake it. | 
And therefore ſecondly, one 
of the ſureſt ways and methods 
toreclaim their followers, will 
be by taking of them off from 
this high eſteem of their Lea- 
ders, and while that remains 
fixed, there will be little hopes 
of ſucceſs by any other endea- 
vour : In vain ſhall you en- 
deavour to perſwade men to 
diſbelieve- or abandon thoſe, 
. whom they have ſo dear «n 
eſteem and reſpe& for 3 it will 
be too difficult a tafk to bring 
them 
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them to believe, that thoſe. 
they ſo bighly reverence, will 
ever be ſo +baſely unworthy; 
as to teach them untruths, or 
lead:them intoperdition. No, 
No, their love expects and 
' hopes for other returns, and 
| better uſage from them.  -: 
| And this. (I am apt to be- 
| eve) wilt be lufficient to fe- 
cure this undertaking from this 
imputation, at leaſt in all ſo- 
ber and unprejudiced perſons 
eſteem. _ I doubt not but theſe 
men will cry out, we, might 
have been better employed, 
| and have exerciſed our deep 
| reaſonings (tor in ſuch terms I - 
| expett their Sarcaſms) in more 
| profitable and uſeful Theories, 
But ſo have I heard malefaGtors 
condemn and rail at the aCtive- - 
neſs of their purſuers, and aſ- 
ſert they might have been more 
profitably 
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profitably employed than in 
their diſcovery and apprehen- | 
fon 5 while others have  ap- 
e5—g and commended it as 

ugely cpnducive to the weal- 
publick. : And certainly thoſe 
that conſider this to- be one 
great cauſe and Origine of our 
preſent diftempers ,” will think 
the endeavouring to-obſtrutt it 
2 very charitable deſign, and 
hugely contributive to the 
Ga averetywitncl ther ſeal 
y witneſs that afenſe 
of this was the'only reaſon of 
this-enquiry. 

Mortodundiy: [s it any ſo 
very obvious and palpable a 
thing, as ſome would perhaps 
; be apt to perſwade us, but may 
very well require the pains of 
a cloſe Eaquiror , tightly to 
ſtate the reaſons of it. And 
truly among the Qrdinary Oc- 


CUrrences 
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currences of things that we 
commonly converſe withal], ve- 
ry few ſeem more odd and 
ſtrange + For let us a little 
while, if you pleaſe, ſtay to 
examine the reaſons, that" in 
ſach caſes are commonly obvi- 
ous, and which the Patrons of 
this ſecond objeQion, doubtleſs 
would readily fix upon, and af- - 
lign as the reaſons of what we 
enquire now about. 

I will examine ſome of the - 


| principal ones, and endeavour 


to let you ſee, how wide they 
are in aſligning any of them. 

I. The firſt ſhall be the great 
learning of theſe diſſenting per- 
ſons, thefe great men, This 
you know, Sir, is naturally ac- 
counted a very great adorn- 
ment to any: perſon, and con- 
fequently renders him v1 woyds, | 
ſome great one, it A 
| _ 
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and thoughts of others. If we 
(hould narrowly ſearch into the 
artifices'and-methods by which 
men have' attain'd to honour 
and renown in the World, we 
ſhould quickly be able to alſert, | 
that Valourand Learning have 
been the chief : thele have been 
the two great Engines by which 
men of briiker mettle have lif- 
ted up themſelves above the 
reſt of their brethren, and at- 


tained to ſhine in bigher 'Orbs | 


than they. 


I am not concerned either to 


diſcourſe of the firſt of thefe | 
(though perhaps ſome would 
lay that they approved them- 
ſelves good at the Sword)'or 
to arbitrate on which ſide the 
degree of merit ſeems to re- | 
main 5 whether the Cedant ar- | 
#28 toge,may be a Text authen- | 
wang Or whetherthe' Sword be | 


not 
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not of ſolid and laſting metal, 
while the Penis but the excre- 
ſcence of a rude Soul. It will 
be more pertinent to remem- 
ber you, how ſucceſsful a re- 
p—_ for the latter, hath - 

een to the Heathen Prieſts of 
old in conciliating a reverence 
for them, from their poor blind 
ignorant Proſelytes, and how 
very ſenſible thoſe men were 
that this alone was the ſecure 
way to confirm them in this 
gainfu] veneration. Therefore 
were the Heathen «bdyta fo in-_. 
duſtriouſly concealed from yul- 
gar notice, and not a man ad- 
mitted into their myſteries till 
after ſeveral years probation 
and ſtudy : As if no mean ſtock 
of Learning were needſul for 
a Prieſt. And thoſe few that 
we read of admitted into theſe 
arcana in any- other: method, 
were 
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were yet all of them perſons 
whom common fame reported 
for great- Scholars. And-truly 
if I ſhould remark to you how 
well the Gentlemen in Black 
beyond the Seas (I mean the 
Prieſts of the Romiſh party) 
underſtand this and how the 
great and only ground of their 
eſteem and veneration among 
the admiring multitude, is their 
induſtrious endeavour by all 
meansto preſerve them ſenſible 
of their own great Ipnorance, 
_ and their Leaders great Know- 
ledge : I ſhould add another 
confiderationto let you ſee how 
mightily powerfu], a repute for 
Jearning is to obtain a venera- 
tion among the multitude. 

* Tf this ' therefore were {fo 
eminent in thefe leading: per- 
ſons; if ' they alone were the 
Maſters it” Jet 5 then't con- 
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fels the wonder were leſs, and. 
the evidence of this might ſu- 
perſeed all further enquiry, and 
demonſtrate it to be but imper- 
tinently buſte. But, Sir, I am 
willing to have ſo much charity 
for theſe men,as to believe they 
are not ſo much Phariſees (in 
this reſpect alſo) as to ſtile all 
men but themſelves, the popn- 
lus terre, qui neſcit legem. And 
truly they would go near to 


exceed the Phariſaick haughti- 


neſs, if they quite deny their 
brethren of the Church of 2xg- 
land any (hare with them in this 
Jewel, nay would be much 
prouder than I dare judge them 
to be, if they grant not theſe 

the right hand of fellowſhip. 
[I am far from aſperſing them 
al as Fools and Idiots, I know 
{ome not unworthy tobe rank- 
ed with the learned 3 but Ithink 
B I 
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I know ſome others, that have 
very little, but either a diffe- | 


rent garb, or a greater ſtock of 


boldneſs and confidence (ſome 
would give it a worſe name) 


to difference them from the fil- | 


_ Heſt Woman among the crond 
of all their Profelytes. And 
I am prone to think, that I 
could make ſome men bluſh 
(but that they have abandon'd 
rein if I ſhould tell you, 
that pL/ pair of ever attaining 
any conſiderable preferment in 
the Church, ariling from the 
conſciouſneſs of their own mean 
parts, hath been the great im- 
pellent with ſome men to ſet 
up in Conventicles, and offer 
themſelves Leaders of the Fa- 
tions. But I content my ſelf to 
obſerve, that learning cannot 
be the cauſe of this veneration, 


for others both truly are, and 
are 
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are acknowledged generally to 
be as learned as'(or more than) 
they are. And mdeed'iit might 
moſt juſtly afflict us with great 
ſorrow, if there were either 


no Saints but among(tthe Phi- 


liftines, or no- Seers but thoſe 
that dwelt at Fkron. 

2. Another amongſt the com- 
mon ordinary -attra@tives of 
reſpe&t and Tove, is a charming 
benignity of converſation. No- 
thing is more*evident than this 
fame; the Conrtier commonly 
ontgoes the Scholar here, and 
you ſhall fee men that have bat 
ſtadied, and are exat m the. 
little- modes and' arts of plea- 
fant and obliging converſe with 
men,: charm their affeaions, 
and endear their 'Refpetts; 
whilft others, though never fo 
well accompliſhed and meriting 
otherwiſe, ſhall yerfor want of 

| B 2 this, 
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this, be caſt off, and paſſed by 
as rude or deſerving at leaſt 
but a common eſteem. 

Now, Sir , I imagine, you 
ghelſs very little pains will be | 
required to ſhew. that theſe 
men are none of them Maſters 
of the Ceremonies, nor the only 
endeavourers of men by a plea- 
ſing converſe; that they are 
Maſters exatly (kill'd in all 
the cunning Arts of cloſe in(1- 
nuation, will be eaſily granted 
them by any 3. but thoſe of the 


Jeſuitical Fation , who may | | 


very reaſonably. pretend tobe | 
their equals, if not Maſters in | 
this, as well as in ſome other ..! 


.procedures. But as for their | 


outward converſe , generally . 

no men are more ſupercillious | 

and Stoical than they, nor more 

regardleſs of civilly giving re(- | 

Ka to others, And indeed it | 
| were 


engaged upon arigi 
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were ſomething ſtrange if they 
ſhould, for mens Opinions and 
Principles in Religion do. 
mightily influence their man- 


_ ners1in converſation, and it will 


be rarely ſeenthar _ who is 

cenſuring 
and condemning of others, 1s 
over-affable, and courteous, and 
obliging to: his own: But theſe 
things ferment and ſour -his 
common carriage and deport- 
ment, and for the molt part 


_ render it auſtere, proud, and 
; harſh. could eaſily give light 


to this obſervation from the 
Platoniſts and. Stoicks in the 
Heathen World, or (to come 
ſomething cloſer) in the diffe- 
rent tempers of the Remon- 
{trants, and the Diſciples of the 
[dolized man of Gezeve. What 
Calvin's- temper was, to out- 
ward common civility , poor 

B 3 Caſtellio 
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Caſtellio can tell you from ſad 
Experience; and truly I with I 
could not alſo tell you, that he 
hath a great many Diſcyples,the 
chief of theſe perſons that we 
are diſcourſing of Now truly 
it will be no great wonder to 
' fee thoſe men not very affable 
and endearing in their common 
carriage, who have infected 
their heads, by entertaining ſo 
Harſh a notion of God Al- 
mighty., as to imagine him to 
be the Author of the horrible 
deeretan, They may very well 
be! auſtere and unpleaſant in 
their carriage to men , who | 
think they herein but imitate | 
the God they adore. 
3. Another thing that might | 
pain them a repute , would be : 
the ſucceſsful managing and 
maintaining of the beloved 
cauſe; if they were vitorious | 
| here, 
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here, then 'twere no wonder 


' if they obtained Ovation, or 


any more ſplendid triumph 
among their people : If they 
had Captivated the Ark of 
Iſrael, or brought it's God as a 
ſpoil to offer unto their Dagon, 
then we could not wonder to 
ſee the ſtreets of Gath doing 
them honour, nor to hear the 
Daughters of Askalor (inging 
their *«wuixa. 

For this (all men know) 1s 
indeed a very great endearing 
of a perſon to his party 3 he 
that brings men victory ſhall be 
mightily honoured by them, let 
him be what he will in other 
reſpects. Conſonantly to which, 
we (hall find that all victorious 
Captains in the World have 
been entertained at their re- 
turns with joy and honour, and 
that not only among the barba- 

B 4 rous- 
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rous Nations, but the refined 
Grecians, and grave Romans; 
nay if Dapid be victorious a- 
gain(t the Þhil;ſtives,theVirgins 
of 1/rael will ſing his triumph. 
But, Sir, I dare truſt you or 
any impartial perſon whatſo- 
everto umpire the conteſt, and 
tell who hath the better of the 
Battel. Any intelligent and un- 
bials'd judge will ealily and 
readily give ſentence againſt 
them. Who ſeeth not how often, 
and how ſhametfully they have 
been non: pluſt and bafled ? who 
cannottell you the miſerable ſad 
ſhitesthey have been put upon,to 
- give but any tollerable kind of 
colour to their cauſe, that every 
Idiot may not perceive it ruin'd 
and undone? Let me ſee the man 
that ever yet found Hooker to 
' any purpoſe anſwered. And 
how vain and fruitleſs hav? the 
late 
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late attempts of Dr. Owen been 
againſt (that; wonder. of his 
Age) Dr. Parker. Who. ſeeth 
not the main cauſe wholly neg- 
lected as invincible, while all 


_ the aſlaults are only made 


againſt the miſtaken and miſ- 
repreſented title, of the Book, 
or ſome other little things that 
are but accidental 'and beſide 
the maid matter? And yet this 
{we have heard_) hath been 
cryed up as. a full anſwer by 
ſome of the /party. But cer- 


 tainly 'tis by the ſame figure, 


that he that thinks he hath ſur- 
priſed a few Scouts, may be ſaid 
to have Conquered the whole 


 Armiy.3 or in+ the {ame ſenſe as 


the late. King was reported 
overcome , and routed, when 
he diſarm'd the Forces of Ffſex 
in the Weſt. Certainly if. this 


# be all the:Champions that they 


B ye have,. 
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have, or all the force of that 

Champion (and I'll do him the 
right to think they have not a 
better ) the Dr. needs not mach 
fear his being overcome, unleſs 
perhaps they have tome other 
way of contending, which they 
hope may be more likely to | 
prevail , as now we ſee the | 
Scene ischanged, he that could 
not be diſputed and argued out 
of his aſſertion, muſt now be 
laughed and jeſted ont of it; 
what the grave Do@or could 
not do, the Jeſter is ſet on to 
Eſſay, the Jack-Padding is ſet 
up in the Room of his Maſter, 
and the Monkey 'tis hoped may 
once again prove the abler Phy- 
fician. From ſober words it's 
come to downright raillery, 
and him whom they could not 
fairly conquer, yet at leaſt they'l 


curſe and ſcould at. But if this 
be 


A 
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be'a victory let the Cock clap 


his Wings and crow as loud as 
he pleaſeth. Who that's wiſe 
ſeeth not in this the deſperate- 
neſs of a ſinking cauſe, and an 
acknowledged inabillity of 
ever fairly maintaining it 2 this 
is the plaia tell-tale of an 1m- 
potent and enraged paſſion. If 
they have no ſpears now, but 
bitter words, they'l not much 
(1 hope) wound their Enemy 3 
If theſe be all the Arrows they 
have, let them ſhoot and ſpare. 
not, they'l do the adverſary lit- 
tle injury, but hike the Parthian 
Darts ſhot in anger againſt the 
ſan,fall with the greater force & 
virulency upoh their own heads. 

And now, Sir, T am freed 
from theſe preliminary ob- 
jections, and at leiſure to 


 cometoa more cloſe purſuitof 


our theam. T find nothing more 
| in 
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in the way to hinder me from 
proceeding to a dirett (earch 
into the cauſes of this affair. 
I ſhall aſſign four or five things, 
which (whea a little fully con- 
ſidered) may be ſuppoſed to 
have an influence, on this 
marter. | 

. 1. Fhe firſt great cauſe th 2 
E ſhall-venture to aſſign hereof 
ſhall. be this. 4 preaching up of 
an emply, formal, Notsonal kind. 
of 'Religion, and: cauſing and en- 
couraging men to. build their 
hopes of Heaven upon very eafte 
end pleaſing conditions. It I 
can demonſtrate theſe Leaders 
to be guilty of this, I ſhall need 
be at very. little pains to ſhew. | 
you, that even naturally they 
will be admired. and. honoured: 
. by their followers. 
For firſt, all men greatly de- 


fire Heaven, and its happineſs, 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially all men that have any 
tincture of Religion. For Re- 
ligion being founded upon theſe 
two prime Poſizlata's, the Being 
of a God and the Immortality 
of the $oul, the very delign of 
it is to 1n{truct us how we may, 
acceptably ſerve the one, and. 
ſecure (not only the preſent 
but chiefly) the future felicity: 
of the other. So that mens ta- 
king up a profeſlion of any Re- 
ligion, 1s an evident Declara- 
tion of their delires of a future: 
happineſs, which all men call. 
the felicity of Heaven, though 
they differ very much in the 
deſcription,” and character, and. 
account that they give of it; 
and-of the nature of its enjoy- 
ments. And for thoſe that have 
taken upon themſelves the pro- 


feſtion of - that only excellent. 


Religion, which from its great. 
| founder 


38 A Free and 


Founder and Author is called 
Chriſtian, and are but in any 
tollerable meaſure inſtrufted 
in the Principles of the ſame, 
for theſe to covet Heaven, and 
the future glory thereof will 
not appear, very ſtrange to any 
that conſiders the endearing ac- 
count ' and deſcription that 


therein 1s given us of it. Indeed. 


the nature of if is fo very ex- 
cellent , fo adapted to the fa- 
tisfation of - a rational Soul; 
the degrees and meaſures of it 
are ſo very large, ſo fully com- 
menſurate to all the vaſteſt ca- 
pacities, the moſt enlarged and 
craving deſires of that Soul, 
that he muſt needs fargo him- 
ſelf, caſt off all natural affection 
to his own being, turn ſavage 
and barbarous to his own na- 
tare, andbe guilty of the groſs- 


eſt Miſanthropy imaginable, 


that 
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that doth not ambition, and 
covet, that ze Urry Boxiy ois Unep 
Boaiv dicyroy Bdle® Sifns ( as the 
Apoſtle moſtR hetorically terms 
it that weight of glory, that 
tranſcendant felicity , that no 
Hyperbole can poſſibly reach the 
meaſure of. Indeed we may 
with all ſafety aflert, that the 
only bare naming of ſuch a fe- 
licity, is ſufficient to excite the 


, defires and longings of the Soul 


after it. When the will hath 
any excellent thing made 
known unto it, there will need 
very little more complement- 
ing or perſwading it into a de- 
fire of it, than you would need 


-to uſe to a preſſing hunger, or 


an hydropick thirſt, when thoſe 
things-were before them that 
they ſo gaſped after. In ſhort, 
that man muſt needs be brutiſh, 
more fottifhly ſenſual thag that 

treat 
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great inſtance, of ſenſuality 


Eſau, who doth not deſire this | 


great bleſſing of his Heavenly 
Father 3 and he: comes much 
ſhort of the ſelf-love even of 
the Aramitiſh' Sorcerer that de- 
fires not to dye the death ofthe 
righteous, and-that his latter 
end may be like unto his.-- But 
ſure there needs nogreat quelt- 
lontog this truth. 

And ſecondly, it is as certain 
and evident, that as all men 
defire Heaven, ſo. molt men de- 
fire it upon the. ealie(t terms, 
and leaſt offenſive conditions 
that may be: As it is with the 
Merchants of Earth, ſo 'tis na- 
turally with thoſe that pretend 


. to traftick for Heaven, they 
. would all gladly have very 


good pennyworths, buy as 
cheap. as is poſlible, be. at as 
little pains and labour for Heas. : 
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ven as may be. Andtruly the 
humour of - molt: men 1s ſuch, 
that if God will not give there 
Heaven, if he will not freely 
beſtow it upon them for no- 
thing, he may keep it himſelf, 
for their parts, they | never buy 
ſo dear a purchaſe. And as 
for the reſt that ſeem ſomething 
better than thele, that perhaps 
may be induced to grant a ne- - 
celiity of doing ſomething on 
our parts , yet the leſs that 1s, * 
the better they are pleaſed if 
they muſt bear any Yoak, by all 
means it muſt be light ds Bo 
ſiez if 1t chance to grate or 
preſs raggedly, if it excoriate 
and caule pain, if it croſs any 
luſt, 1t 1t retrench. any ſenſual- 
lity, if it fairly conliſt not with. 
the projefted intereſt, if it re- 
{train any wantan exorbitancy 5, 
alas ! 1t's not at all fit for theſe 
mens 
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mens ſhoulders, it comports not 


. with their Complexions, and 


1s much too harſh for theſe mens 
tender conſtitutions. If it call 
forthe amputation of a beloved 
Member, if it require the diſ- 
carding of an Eſpouſed Hero- 
dias, it.appears ſavage and cruel 
in theſe mens eſteem, and they 
have a Text againſt it, which 
ſhall be ſuborned to patronize 
their refuſal to obey it. Maſter 
ſpare thy ſelf, theſe things ſhall 
not happen unto thee. And 
for the man that deals honeſtly 
with them, and roundly tells 
them, that without holineſs they 
but in vain expett to ſee God, 

that he only 1s our great | Ma- 
fters true Diſciple, that doth 
whatſoever he conimands him : 
alas ! this man ſhall be looked 
upon under the ſame notion 
that our bleſled Saviour was 


by 
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by the Demoniacks it the Gat- 
pel, one that comes yd xargi Bacr 
ricas, unſeaſonably. to trouble, 
and diſturb their thoughts, and 
(hall be as ungrateful to them as 
a Tormentor. 

But he that can reconcile Pa- 
ris and Paradiſe, and render 
their ſenſual lives and great 
hopes conliſtent 3 he that can 
ling one of the Songs of $70n to 
a wicked Babylonian, that can 
preach up a poſllibility. of leap- 
ing out of a Dalilah's lap into 
the Boſom of Abrahams; Oh no 
man. hits their humour like this 
man. Omne tulit punGum. qui 
/ miſcuit utile*tulci. Saith the 
ancient Adage-and be confident 
'tis fo 1n this inſtance. He that 
will- undertake to find out a 
way how the pleaſant and good 
things here, may be ſecure of 
the better that ſhall be here. 
| aſter_ 
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after. How the merriments of 
the fleſh ſhall hereafter conti- 
nue, and commence raptural 
_ exultations and joys of the Spi- 
rit. He that can take the bunch 
off the unjuſt rich Camels back. 
and ſmooth it ſo, as eafily to 
paſs throngh the Eye of the. 
Heavenly Needle. He that can 
cut the Gordian knot of duty, 
and ſolve the A#nigm how a 
man may be glorious hereafter, | 
without being vertuous. here 3 
this man ſhall be the honoured 
Oedipus, this ſhall be the Apollo * 
whoſe Altars ſhall] never be 
without incenſe ; this man ſhall 
be the Alexander whoſe Troops 
of adoring followers ſha]l all- 
ways be full. | 
We may without any great 
fear of cenſure, take upon us 
to tell thoſe that deny theſe 


things,that they are unacquain- 
ted 
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ted with the humours of men, 
have lived like ſo manyReclu- 
ſes in Caves or Rocks, where 
they have come into no famil- 
liarity with things like them- 
ſelves, yea that they are per- 
fe {trangers perhaps to their 
own tempers. 

And perhaps it may not be 
impertinent to the preſent ſub- 
ject, to remark to you, how | 
plainly this humour (till be- 
trayed and diſcover'd it ſelf in 
Gods choſen people of old; 
according to thole Memoirs 
that the Holy Ghoſt hath given 
us of them in thoſe ſacred m- 
ſpirations of the Old Teſta- 
ment. You may (with a very 
little conſidering of them) dif- 
cover, that the great buſineſs of 
the holy Prophets, was ſtill to 
beat down this fancy, and con- 
vince them of a necefiity-of 
. moral 
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moral righteouſneſs; in order 

to true happineſs ; to affure 
them that afew eaſte ritaal ob- 
ſervances was not all they were 
to regard; and that the Cere- 
monial ſanity was nothing 
worth in Gods eſteem, without 
the moral purity. And a very 
little converſing with thoſe holy 
Hiſtories will let youſee, what 
entertainment theſe pood men. 
commonly found for this truth 
and plainnefſs. They were ha- 
ted as Enemies, and purſued as 
difturbers of rheir peace, a Pri- ' 
ſon or worſe was ſure to be the: | 
fate of him, that cryed not (till 
go up and profper. Alas theſe 
things hit not their humours, 
theſe were not ſtories comply- 
ing with their 'tempers , and 
therefore the Preachers of them 
were ſure to find no very good 
Entertainment amongſt them. | 
T his | 
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| This the Royal Prophet 7/azah 


(weſhall find) takes the liberty 
freely to tell them, Cap. 3o. 10. 
It. Which ſay to the Seers ſee 
not,and to the Prophets, Propheſie 


mot unto us right things ſpeak 


unts us ſinooth things, Propheſie 
deceiti , go ye out of the way, 
turn aſide out of the path: canſe 
the holy one of Iſrael to ceaſe 


from before us. Which words 


(without the aſliſtance of any 
Comment) diſcover to us how 
little theſe'people loved duty, 
how much they deſired to be 
indulged and foothed up in 
their immoralities 3 to have 
Peace, Peace cryed to them, 
notwithſtanding all their vici- 
ouſneſs3 and how the only way 
to be reſpected by them was to 
comply with their humours and 
beloved carnallities. And if 
youl pleaſe toconſult the Pro- 

| phet 
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ml. 

phet Micah , Chap. 2. v. It. | 

You'll find him charging them - 
plainly with the ſame thing alſo. 

If a man walking in the ſpirit | 
and falſhood, dolye, ſaying I will v 

propheſie unto thee of Wine and 

ſtrong drink. He ſhall even be the 

Prophet of this people. No mat- 

ter at all how true or falſe the 

Prophets words were, if they 

were but oily and ſmooth, if 

they did but favour or counte- 

nance the beloved ſenſuality 

i there wasno man like him : this 

ſhould be their beloved Pro- 

phet. And conſonantly to this 

you will find, that the falſe 

Prophets eaſily perceived this 

" humour, by all means comply- 

ed _—_ 4t, and hereby ob- 

' tained an eſteem and venerati- 

on above any of the Prophets 

of the Lord. One Zedekiah 

with theſe turns ſhould puſha | 
thouſand | 
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' thouſand Afirajeb's out of all 


eſteem with 4þ4b and his people. 
And that this was the gainful 
pradtice of: theſe deceivers, we 


} are aſſured; therefore are they 


repreſented tous, as men that 


cryed, Peace, Peace, when their 
was #0 Peace. Thus they ſoothed 
'and flattered the people, and 


the people largely rewarded. 
them again, and there was no 
Trade in 1/rae! ſure tobring in 


more profit, than the og { 
-Pillows to mens Elbows, an 


preaching up Dodrines 'that 
brought them eaſe , and yet 
promiſed them happineſs. 
And-if we a little further 
continue our courſe with theſe 
holy Writings, and come tothe 
New Teſtament, we ſhall ſoon 
diſcoyer, that this alſo was the 
method by which the Phariſees, 
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ain- 
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obtained ſuch a veneration a- 
mongſt the multitude : For 
though it muſt-not be denied 
them,that they were extreamly 
tri andevencritically auſtere 
in their carriage, yet this may 
ſafely be added, that all this 
firiftneſs which they preached 
up, or practiſed, was only in 
wery hntle , and very eaſe in- 
ances, fuch as were far enough 
ſhortof any painful -auſterities, | 
'and/might well 'enough confiſt | 
with, and be performed by the 
'moſt carnal and ſenſual Com- 
2-00 For what great vio- 
ence was offer'd tothe adored 
- Mammon by tything a ſprig of 
Mint,ora Pint of Cummin-ſeed? 
tale Joſs could reſult from 
hence 'to the eltare3 and who 
would not readily be juſt in 
theſe minure things that he 
might ncglett *it an greater ? 
Cds: | What 


What great auſterity in faſt 

twice a week , ſo that a Feaft 
might be allowed-to their luſts 
all the days beſide ?- What great 
difficulty in a long Prayer, 
whe that would. preſently be 
recompenſed with the Widows 
Houle? What great hardſhip.1n 
waſhing before-meat, while the 
Soul was freely left to it's un- 
cleanneſs 2 What great unplea- 
ſantneſs in always waſhing when 
they had been in the Market, 
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\ all che while they brought 
| thence ſuch good pennywarths? 
\What courſe could be leſs con- 


trary or aflliting to a.ſcarnful 
Pride, than to take care never 
to\cat with Publicayus and. Sw- 
ners? And certainly the wear- 
ing broad Philadteries, was no 
ſuch mighty -a& of mortificati- 
on, -but gould/well enough con- 


fiſt with calting Gods Laws be- 
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hind their backs. Now no men 
were ever ſurer of eſteem and 
honourfrom' the multitude than 
theſe were 5+ no men ever hit 
_— a more certain way to be 
admired than they. For as 
ftricneſs doth well, fo if it be 
but in eafie ſmall things,” it | 
| pleaſeth too, Thisexattly ſuits 
witha man's humour; for while 
the one (7. e. ſtrictneſs) may a 
little quiet his Conſcrence, ſo 
it being but in the other (7. e. 
ſmall trifling things) ſecures his 
other intereſts alſo. . This ex- 
cellent knack both aſſures. him 
a kind of Peace, and yet offers 
no violence at all' to his moſt 
vicious propenlities. 
* "And now if after all theſe 
evidences, you'll give me leave 
to add one conjecturelT will tell 
"you, that if all the cauſes why 
St.” James his Epiſtle was fo 
oY long 
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Tong difputed, and with ſo much 
difficulty at laſt acknowledged 
for Canonical, were cloſely in- 
ſpeted, Þ have often thought 
that ſomething reliſhing of this 
humour, would be found among 
them. The Solifidian Errour 
had taken deep rooting, and 
made alarge fpread(you know) 
" allready, in the followers of 
$imon the Magician and others, 
and poſſibly ſome dregs of it, 
might be in ſome others that 
wore the viſor of true Catho- 
licks. Now, Sir, theſe perſons 
very well knew that they had 
ſome little ſhew and appearance 
of ground for this ſo plealing 
and bewitching a Doctrine, from 
the acknowledged Epiſtles of 
the great Dottor and Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, or at leaſt there 
was ſomething in. them; that 
might eaſily be ſuborned- tb 
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countenance the ſame - whereas 
naw they muſt for ever quit, 
and have no tollerable Salvo or 
Argument for it : it being moſt 

_ clearly and irrefragably con- 
demaed by this moſt excellent 
and needful Epiltle. 

And now, Sir, if theſe perſons 
{we have been diſcourſing 
about) be not guilty of this - 
fraud, if they have not trod- 
den io this path; I will dare to 
tell you , that none ever were 
or did. No men have. more 

 fearfully corruptedChriſtianity, 
nor debauched-it to the patro- 
nizing of wickedneſs and vice; 
No perſons ever preached-up a 
pothmiity of Salvation upon 
eaſier terms3 No men have" 
ever given people ground to 
hope for the Salvation of the 
Spirit, with leſs pain and trou- 
ble'to'the fleſh than theſe men 
have done. [ 
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I do. not intendto yon 

upon the Arntinoprians , anc 
thole various Mad-Sedts that 
have ſprung from them 3 for 
here plain evidence of the fat 
renders needleſs any further de- 
poſitions, Never did Hell veat 
an errour more pleaſing to car- 
nallity,than this, which at once - 
evacuates the whole law of 
God, and declaims againſt any 
neceſtity of obedience to it - 
Enervates all exhortations and 
motives to virtue , under pre- 
tence of a ſpiritual freedam 5 
3nd deliverance fram any bon- 

dage at all. | 
And with the like brevity [ 
. purpoſe to paſs over the late 
ſprung up and doting Set 
among us, called Qxakers, and 
their Leaders 3 men who have 
calculated a Dodrine much 
what to the ſame; Meridian, 
C 4 that 


56 A Free aud 


that have taught people to caſt 
off all reſpe& to the Law of 
God, as being but the Law of 
a carnal Commandment, C(fay 


they) and wholly to give up 


themſelves to the condutt and 
guidance of a light within than 
which, there was never a fairer 
inlet offer'd to the ſpirit of de- 
luſfion, nor an opportunity gi- 
ven to carnallity to conſult it's 
own eaſe and ſafety , in de- 
bauching the natural Light of 
Confcience, and putting the 
reins into the hands and power 
of Intereſt and Paſſion', to 
corrupt and over-rule the di- 
"ates of Reaſon as themſelves 
pleaſe. | 
Neither do I intend to ſtay 
you any longer, with the \confi- 
deration of the 4Anebaptiſi and 
his crew. When ſhall butonly 
have mention'd that doftrine of 
| theirs, 
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theirs, that Dominion is ſounded 
in Grace; that the. wicked of 


the World have no right nor 
title to any thing they poſleſs 
or enjoy, Fl may very juſtly 
be diſpoſſefied thereof by the 
Saints, who alone are the Heirs 
of this World, as well as of 
that to comez you will eaſily 
perceive what a pleaſant Do» 
arine this is 3 how ſubſervient 
to their own intereſts (for they 
alone are theſe Saints). and 
worldly deſigns, and how whol- 
ly deſtructive of all Equity, and 
Juſtice, and. Charity in the 
World. 

But I ſhall ſtay you a little 
Jonger with the two more con- 
ſiderable and formidable ſorts 
of diſſenters amongſt us, who 
though more ſound and Ortho- 
dox in many. things, yet (l 
doubt) will ſcarcely cruſh this 

C5; guilt 
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guilt off their hands, nor ap+ 
prove themſelves innocent in 
this matter. 

I will not here inlarge in 
ſhewing you , hov they have 
diſhonoar'd the Chriſtian Reli- . 
gion and brought a ſcorn upon 
r, in the ſight of the Warld, 
by making it a fta!king Horſe 
to the moſt anjuft deſigns, and 
2 Cloak ro coverthe moſt hor- 
rid impietics and immoralities 
that the Sun ever beheld afted 
upon the Stage of any Chriſtian 
Kingdom; nay, that a modeſt 
Heathen would have bluſhed at 
and deteſted. Nor will T here 
take notice what a wretched in- 
fluence this carriage of rheirs 
hath had upon the Opinions and 
pratices of too thany among 
us3 how Atheifm hath enter'd 
in at this door, men naturally 
caſting off all honourable 
thoughts 
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thoughts of Religion , 'when 
they have obſerved theſe great- 
eſt pretenders to it, uſe it only 
| 88 a Cloak of maliciouſneſs: 

[ ſhall pals all theſe ſuggeſti- 
ons only with this wiſh, That 
the thoughts of theſe things 
may ſet cloſe upon theſe mers 
Souls agd Conſcitences. That - 
which I am more direlly con» 
cerned in, is to demonſtrate my 
Aﬀertion, That theſe men have 
introdaced into the World a 
Notional Religion, and preach- 
ed'up a poflibihty of Sal vation, 
upon very eafie and pear 
Conditions. And this I ſhafl 
_ endeavour to'do by two MHed?- 
#ms #nd Arguments. | 

r. Firſt. 1 could eafily refer 
yor to many of their printed 
Books and- Sermons, in which 
(would be a very-eaſie taſk to 
remark to you ſeveral things, 


which: _ 
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which would clearly convince 
them to be men that regard-not 
ſo much to preach the truth in 
ſincerity, as to gull their Audi- 
tors into an higheſteem and ad- 
Miration of them, by the plea+. 


fnt Notions: that they; treat \. | 


them withal. But, Sir, our late 
xeading the Excellent Author 
of the Friendly Debate will (pare 
me. ([.think) that pains, lince 
the memory of thoſe inſtances 
is:yet I ſuppoſe freſh with you. 
E ſhall therefore only propoſe 
this to you of any other that 
will. but read thoſe things - 
Whether ever any things were 
more plainly. contrived to 
pleaſe the fleſhz. to bo!ſter up 
mens hopes of Heavenupon ea- 
fier terms, to decry and diſpa- 
rage the narrow way. of qbe- 
dience to. Chrifts commands, 
and indeed to ſupercede wholly. 

any 
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any neceſlity: of regarding any: 
Evangelical Precepts? He that 
but conſiders the inferences that 
the Preacher there makes from 
that Text, 7/ah. 40. 11+ He ſhall 
feed his flock like a Sheepherd, he 
ſhall gather the Lambs with bis 
\| arm, atrd carry them in his bo» 
ſor, and ſhall gently lead thoſe 
that are with young 5 which Text 
yet he is.not affraid to ſay: the 
fpirit of Chriſt brought to. his 
hands , and: that his-Soul had 
talted much ſweetneſs by what 
Chriſt gave 1n upon that ſubs 

zect. $= 
I ſay, he that but reads that 
ſtuff, | know notpreſently whe- 
ther I ſhould fay, it will more 
tempt his Gravity to ſmile, or 
excite his Paſſion to bewail the 
miſgry of thoſe, that ſhall ſo at- 
tend-to- ſuch an-[mpoſtor, and 
- theinfelicity. ofthe times where- 
in 
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io ſuch ſhall be permitted to 
nfe& and poiſon peoples Souls. 
Wou!'d ever —_ "a a Madman, 
or worſe, have given encau- 
ragement to people to come full 
of fin and. wickedneſs unto 
Chriſt 2 and . prochaimed his 
readineſs of accepting all that 
can but cry Aezh, though ne- 
ver ſuchgreat Whores or {well'd 
with wickedneſs? What excel- 
tent- interpretations the flefh 
will make of ſuch 1llation, 4s 

too too cafic to predit. And 
indeed the effects have anſwer'd 
the probabilities z men have 
tearned an art of belteving they 
ſhall be 'ſavedand accepred by 
Chriſt , if they can but hope 
Iſtily , though they be never 
fo notorious workers. of ini- 
quity 3 nay the bigger they are 
with fin , the 'more acceptable 
they ſhall be tohim, And lit- 
tle 
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tle better Inferences can be 


made from that other ſo famed 
a perſon, that the ſame Author 


| Inftanceth in: For Gods ſake 


tell me, what ſenſe can be made 
of all that canting, of running 
to the Promiſe, and ſucking of 
the Promiſe, and lying flat upon 


the Promiſe, when there's not 


one word of attending to the 


condition of it, fo much as hin» 


ted. Or what inference (Tpray) 
can be drawn from it , but 
this? that if a perſon can have 
but the courage, to venture 


' boldly upon a promiſe without 


more ado, he ſhall be accepted 
by Chriſt Jeſus? 

There is no doubt; Sir, brit 
theſe precious promiſes are the 
Chriſtian's great Treaſure, his 
ſtay and his Comfort. But ſarely 
he that honeſtly dire&s people 
to affiancein them, ſhould in- 

form 


64 A Free and 
form them that theſe -are but 
conditionals, and 'tis folly to 
expect the performance, with- 
out regarding the terms upon 
which that is made - that it 
will be-found at laſt a damning 
Adultery, to hug and careſs the 
_ promiſes, while men regard not 
at all the Precepts, but wil- 
lingly paſs them by, and leave 
them tonegledt and oblivion. 
Now, Sir, that theſe things 
are truly and juſtly charged 
upon theſe perſons, that Aus 
thor makes ſure and evident; 
by referring to the very Book, 
and page wherein ſuch things 
and words are found. + And 
if any man: require more 1n- 
ſtances of this fat, I could ea- 
fily quote him, menof great re- 
putation among them at this 
day, who either are yet alive, 
ar whoſe: memory is. held pre- 
clous 
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cious by them. But becauſe. I 
intend-but-a Letter to you and 
not a Treatiſe, an hours diver- 
tiſement upon this ſubject and 
no more. 1 ſhall paſs the inſtan- 
- cing at large in ſo many printed 
Sermons and-licenfed Books of 
theirs, as leafily could... And 
- 2. Secondly propole to your 
| thoughts, and: your Companies 
notice, the conſideration of 
ſome remarkable Doctrinesthat 
lye ſparſedly up: and down in 
theſe Books. | | 
And firſt what think you of 
the great pains ſome have taken 
1n perſwading people to look to 
their election ? and endeavour 
by all means to ſccure that in 
the firſt place? and of the great 
motive added to enforce this 
perſwaſion 2. viz Beeauſe then 
their greateſt work 1s done 1n.a 
manner, their great fear is anck 
or 
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for then they are ſafe; they 
need never doubt: any danger 
of falling away 3 they need not 
be further troubled, for their 
fias ſhall not, nay cannot pre- 
 judice them, and however it 19 
at preſent, yet the event at laſt 
will be certainly joyful. 

.- I condemn nor all preaching 
about this matter, but I wou'd 
have it done in the Apoſtolical 
method : firſt, mind people: of 
their calling, perſwade them ro 
adorn that, to walk anſwerable 
to the rules and purpofes of 
that, and then tell them if you 
pleaſe, that by this means they 
(41 affure their eletion. Let 
them not trouble themſelves fo 
much to pry into Gods ſecrets, 
as betake themſelves to their 


own daty. He that walketh | 


_ humbly | with his God, and 
through his Grace continueth 
in 
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in- the paths of Mercy, and 
Righteouſneſs, let him not 
doubt, but he ſhall be ſafe, and 
his name found written in the 
Bock'of Life. 

Thi« procedure were Chriſtt- 
an and honeſt, when the other 
is diretly conducive 5 firſt to 
bouriſh-a needles curioſity, and 
bol4 groundicfs preſumption, 
anc} afterwsrds to cauſe” a cares 
leſs remilsnefs- about any thing 
further. 

_ ButI wiſhthis-were the worſt, 
they were chargable witha}. 
W hat think you of the accounts 
we have from theſe men of the 
bufineſs of juſtification, by a 
bare empty Faith ? a Faith that 
1s to dono more but barely ac» 
cept of Chriſt, and boldly lay 
hold on his Salyation., and 
ſtrongly believe it ſelf juſti- 
hed? How often bave'yuu _— 

enart 
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that abuſed Text of St. Pazl, 
Rom. 4. 5. Suborned to patro- 
nize and defend this looſe Do- 
Arine? He that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly, his Faith is counted 
for righteouſneſs, What wild 
and horrible inferences have 
we known made from theſe 
words .> How often have we 
heard the Faith of Abraham, in 
that particular a& of it, the 
believing againſt Hope , made 
a-pattern ane prefident of the 
Faith that juſt fieth? and this 
inference made from it, that a 
man muſt believe to be par- 
don'd- even againſt Hope, 3. e. 
He'muſt firm!y believe he ſhall 
enjoy all the blefled priviledges 
of Chriſts Incarnation, Paſſion, 
Reſurreftion, and Interceſfion _ 
againſt all imaginable probabi- 
ties; contrary: to all rational 
grounds 
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grounds of Hope, and indeed 


wholly contrary to all the fixed 
Orders. and Laws of Chrift Je- 


ſus: As if that Faith that could 


believe impoſlibilities were the / 
the only ſaving one.- IF this 
be true, what can the moſt ſen- 
ſual Sinner defire more? who 


4s he that will breathe after an 


ative Faith, ſuch an one as is 
to work by Love? which the 
ſame Apoſtle calls keeping 
Chriſts Commands, and with- 
out which he counts all Faith 
vain and damning. And indeed 
he is told by- theſe men, that 
ſuch a Faith is needleſs, all the 
work of Faith is only. to be-. 
lieve that Chriſt hath done all 
for him. You know the Book 
in which theſe things are 5d; 


allerted, and if any require it, 


[ ſhall quote the place of it, 
and yet this Book is printed 
with 
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with the particular commen- 
dams of Mr. Cargit, Mr. Bur- 
roughs, Mr. 8tronge, Mr.Sprigge, 
and Mr, Prittie , all of them 
coaliderable perſons in their 
Party 3 and 1 cannot omit re- 
min of 'you, what an ho- 
nourable Tirle it hath uſur- 
ped : no worſe [{ affure you 
than the Afarrow of modern Di- 

wnity. 

And Conſonant to this Te- 
. het, you will find ſome other 
pieces of theſe Mens Divinity, 
-as that, (for Example) That 
Works, Holinels of 'Life, 
the Vow of Obedience, cc. 
arenot at all neceſſary astothe 
buſineſs of 'procuring Salvati- 
on 3, But yet indeed ( for meer 
ſhame wil! force them to ſay- 
ſomething here) they will fol- 
low in the juſtifi-d perſon by 
way of gratitude, and upon 
that 


+* 
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that account the man 1s obliged. 


to them 3 but. otherwiſe tire 


great benefit depends not at all 
upon'them, but is allready, be- 
fore-any of theſe things can be 
thought .an, done for him. Juſt 
as the ten Lepers (you know,) 


_ were<qually cured;thouy h:but 


one returned togive thanks to 
his-Phyſfician. - And truly, Sir, 
if this Dodtrine be allowed; 
if all che obligation to holineſs 
be only ingermity, Let men be 
but aſlured that this cure ſhall 
be wrought for them.,, Leave 
but the return-unto their gene- 
rofity, and T dare ſecure you, 
the odds ſhall (till continae, and 
for one civil and gratefulSama- 
ritane, there ſhall allways be-(at 
leaſt) mne unthanktul Jews. 
And no very great matter if 
there be (o , for in'thefe mens 
Opiatoas even this -ingratitude 
(hall 
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ſhall fix no great guilt upon the 
man, nor at all hazard his dams. 


' nation: And-whatdo you think 


the reaſon is ? why a goodly 
one truly 3 God feeth no fins1n 
his people, and this 1s maintain- 
ed from the words of the Ea- 
ſtern Conjurer, be hath not be- 
beld Tuiquity in Jacob, ner pet- 
verſeneſs in Iſrael, --Faghaapon 


_ © this account it cometh to pals, 


that the grofleſt acts of wick- 
edneſs, ſuch as 1n another man 


deſerves no fayourabler a Cha- 


rater than damning impictics; 
yet, when committed by thoſe 
that can by this Faith believe 
themſelves Saints, ſhall paſs 
under” the fine name, ofthe 
Saints infirmities, unavoidable 
flips, and ſuch as the lap of 
Chriſts merciful Mantle will ea- 
ily cover, and conceal from 
the eyes 'of ns Heavenly Fa- 
ther, 
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ther. And here I' cannot for- 


bear tranſcribing to you one 


paſſage out of the lately men- 
tion'd Book. You ſhall find the 
good ROT inſtructing his 
Neophytus in theſe words. © In 
© caſe you be at any time by 
*reaſon of the weakneſs of 
<* your Faith, and ſtrength of 


_ © your temptations, drawn 


5 aſide, and prevailed with to. 
< tranſgreſs any of Chriſts Com- 
© mandments, beware you do 
© not "thereupon take occaſion 
© tocall Chriſts love to you in- 
*to queſtion , but believe as 
« firmly, that he loveth you as 


«dearly as he did before you 


* thus tranſgreſſed:” for this-is 
*a certain Truth : As no good 
* in you, or done by you, did, 
*©or can move Chriſt to love 
*© you the more, ſo no evil in 
*© you, or done'by you, can 

D © move 
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&©movehimtolove youtheleſs. 
bpray; Sir, tell me, is not here- - 
arexcellent Evangeli(t? I dare 
aſſure you none of all the four 
in our Bibles are like him : 1n- 
_ deed theſe words need no Com- 
ment;z-it will puzle the Devil 
to inventplainer, or thoſe that 
ſhall more ſtrongly nouriſh pro- 
faneneſs and preſumption. Theſe 
will eaſily reconcile Saintſhip 
and. the groſle(t impieties, and 
render/ men-prone to believe, 
that the. moſt deteſtable Crimes 
cannot 'blot their tvidences for | 
Heavens ſecing-theſe may. be 
but the ſtains of beloved Sons. 
"And,: Sir, if you conſult the 
-398h. 'page of the Evangelinm 
 Armatum, you'll find the Au- 
thor quoting the words of a 
_ "greater perſon among theſe 
_ "men; than ever the Author of 
"that Book: was, whole -aflerti- 
| Ons 
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ons there, can by no art what- 
ever be conftrued to any better 


ſenſe, than the former. Where, 
' Drunkenneſs, nay'this often re- 


peated, Lying, raſh Unchriftian 
Rayling, Diſobedience to Su- 
periours/, Schiſm , Sacriledge 


 (4-e.'wronging theChurch)-are | 


aſſerted to be -confiſtent with 
true grace, and competent to a 
truly godly perſoh. Nay a man 
muſt exceed Peter's Perjury, 
Lot's Drunkenneſs and repeated 
Inceſt, Solomon's groſs Idola- 


_ tries, and ſtrange uncleanneſs 


with 700. Wives and 300. Con- 
cubines., 'or elſe not merit the 
name- of . a notorious ungodly 
perſon... And now, Sir, if theſe 
things be true the Daughters of 
Gath may well dance, no Phi- 
liſtine needs fear the divine 
vengeance.. Theſe things are 
evidences) too clear of what -I 
| D 2 con- 
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contend for ; and yet (if you'll 
. promiſe 'to have patience.) Il! 
calt in ſome others more. And 
what ſay you to this Do&rine 
in the firſt place. That a man 
may ſafely follow Providence 
contrary to ſome known Pre- 

?and that God many times 
calls his people, by ſome fig- 
nal a&ts of his Providence to 
follow him in untrodden ways, 
nay prohibited paths > Nocon- 
ſequence ' was ever fafclier 
drawn from any poſition, than 
this may from this Doctrine, 
viz. that it is lawful and juſt 
to venture upon a forbidden 
ation, when Providence of- 
fers a fair and ſafe opportunity, 
and a promiſing ſucceſs. What 
| Is this but even the old Pagan 
Maxim, that even Telly him- 
ſelf deteſts. Proſperum ſcelus v0- 
catur virtus 2 and' God muſt 


needs. 


4 
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needs be thought to approve 
that, which in his wiſe Provi- 
dence heis pleaſed to permit to 
attain ſucceſs. How often have 
we been told (in ſome ſolemn 
Sermons of Thankſgiving be- 
fore the late long Parliament) 
by thoſe great Maſters in 7/rael 
(for none elfe ever preached 
before them at ſuchtimes) that 
now God had plainly decided 
the controverſie, and all might 
ſee (but the obſtinately blind) 
who had the juſter part of the 
quarrel. You will fiad the 
Learned Hammond purpolely 
writing a Treatiſe againſt this 


fancy , and all men might ſee .. 


that there was a cauſe, the Do- 


_ Ctordid not feign an Antagoniſt 


to combat withal z for this Go- 
liah had challenged all the Ar- 
mites of 7/7ael. Now certainly, 
Sir, it muſt needs appear very 

D 3 {krange, 
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ſtrange , that thoſe men who 
had-not only renounced Hea- 
theniſm-,. but undertook to re- 
form the very beſt reformation 
of Chriſtian Relpons ſhould 
yet ſo plainly diſcover thea- 
ſelves to be Turks and Pagans, 
as they did in this inſtance. 
Who, by vertue of this Do- 
ctrine, may not warrantably 
undertake any thing, that he 
hath any tollerable hopes of be- 
ing able to perform? this will 
ſecure and. juſtifie the yiolati- 
on of all Law, all Juſtice, all 
Equity, where a great advan- 
tage ſeems to encourage. Net- 
ther- need. any of theſe mens 
Profelytes doubt whether he 
may make this ilJation or no 3 
for even theſe his Leaders have 
made it for him, and warranted 
his Logick in it. You have 
heard of one of them encou- 

raging 


a XxX Wyn TEMPOR CHE. AT COT 1, 


my. 
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raging the Parliament and City 
to thoſe facinorious barbarities, 
in theſe words. © Let no Law 
<« hinder you, /# jus violandum, 
<jf Law be broken, itis for a 
© Crown,and therefore fot Re- 
*©ligion. As if ſucceſs in that 
would hallow any immoralities 

done for it, and that it-was but 
_ weakly ſaid of Job, that men 
might not lye and ſpeak wick- 
edly for God. And again, 
* That which is beſt, though 
«Evil, will be counted good * 
«after Reformation as -he is 
*<counted innocent . who ef- 
<« capts at tryal. - No matter 
though the aftion be never (o 
evil now, yet when it hath at- 
tained it's deſigned end, it will 
be allowed and praiſed. 

Give me leave, Sir, to- aCc- 
quaint you with another pretty 
invention of theſe Caſuiſts,than 

D 4 which 
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which the myſtery of Jeſuitiſm 
yever invented a neater , to 
warrant any vices it's a diſtin- 
Qion of thegreat Marſhall's, be- 
fore the Houſe of Peers. The 
queſtion propoſed is about the 
legality of taking up Arms, 7. e. 
againſt the King, for that's the 
intent of it. . He had been ac- 
quaintirg them with the ſuc- 
ceſsfulnels of the Churches 
Weapons of old, Prayers and 
Tears, &e. from which he 
brings in the doubting Chriſti- 
an as taking advantage, to ar- 
gue againſt the lawfulneſs of 
uſing any other Weapotis now. 
To which he very gravely with 
-2a profound dexterity anſwers, 
That Chriſtian men might be 
conſidered in a double capa- 
city, as Chriſtians, or as Men. 
Now as Chriſtians (he grants) 
it unlawful to uſe any other 
arms 5 


FP”: 
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arms 3 but as men they might 
ſafely do ſo. ** We uſe no 


<< other Weapons than theſe 


* we have told you of, as we 


* are Chriſtians. Theſe gnly - 


_ * are proper and peculiar to us 


<© as meer Chriſtians but the 
«© Weapons that we enjoy. as 
<« we are Chriſtians, donot de+ 
<«prive usof thoſe we enjoy in 
< the capacity of men. And we 
< challenge in-this no more, 
«than we might lawfully: uſe, 
«if we were Papiſts or Turks, 
«if we were Pagans, Jews, 


. © or Indians. And truly, let. 


me tell you, in this he ſpeaks 
a great Truth,let men beTurks, 
Pagans, or Infidels, nay Devils, 
they can do no worle, in this 
truly they quite put off the ha- 
bit of Chriſtians, and ſhew 
clearly *twas the Devil thatap- 
reared in the Mantle of the 

D. 5 Pro- 
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Prophet. How happy were all 
. profiigate Chriſtians if this Plea 
or Salvo would hold ! what a, 
Fool were he that could not 
tell God Almighty , that his 
debaucheries and villanies were 
not committed by him as a 
Chriſtian, but as a man ? and 
therefore though the man were 

| culpable, yetthe Chriſtian was 
: innocent and might be ſaved. 
Tell me foberly, did you ever 
in all your reading, meet with 
a Quirk of more miſchievous 
conſequence to all the purpoſes 
of goodneſs and vertue? or 
which might with:more eaſe be 
extended to the excuſing and 
defending of any. or all the 
grofſeſt anomies, that ever 
were or could be committed by 

' any that can but call himſelf a 
Chriſtian? Well fare thee Mar- 
ſhall, Gayl,thy Diſciples may well 
thank 
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thank thee, and celebrate thy 
memory z never man fmooth'd 
the way to Heaven more than 
thou haſt done; never might a 
Conſcience be quieted upon 
eaſier terms. Thou ſhalt never 
be called more the Geneva Ryll 
(by my conſent) thatonly leads 
the herd to water 3 but the - 
Monoceros rather dip but this 
Horn into any water"; and all 
may confidently drink of _it 
without fear of poyfon 3 this 

_ will make any thing wholefom. 
And yet, Sir, as excellent a 
Salvo as this is for a troubled 
Conſcience, I think I can*tell 
you of ' another that cometh 
very little ſhort of it. [t-is that 
which the moſt excellent Au- 
thor of the decay of. Chriſtian 
"Piety among us , hath taken 
notice of for us. And that it 
may looſe nothing of- its na- 
tive. 


© 
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tive elegancy and weight by 
my imperfe& reporting of it, 
I ſhall borrow his own words 
to expreſs it in. - ©*I ſhall re- 
<« fer it to conſideration, whe» 
©*ther that method that hath 
been uſed to quiet ſome Con- 
<« ſciences, be not apt to ſ(tupi- 
«© fie more, when ſceone who 
«from his preſent Reigning 
& Sins, regularly infers the ill- 
*«neſs of his State, that is yet 
© by his Caſuiſt diverted from 
©*that proſpet , and bid look 
*back to fee whether no part 
* of his life afforded any evi- 
« dence of trueGrace, and if he 
*can but remember any ſuch 
«time, is warranted to make 
«that his Epocha from whence 
to date his. infallible aſſu- 
©rance 5 is told that that im- 
© mortal Seed though it may 
© be covered, yet cannot be 

© choaked, 


Impartial Inquiry. G5 


* choaked, but will molt cer- 


<tainly ſpring up into eternal 
«life. When I ſay, I fee this 
« ealie remedy preſcribed to 


| © his fears, *twill be obviousfor- 


*© me tocompound my ſelf a re- 
«© medy from the fame ingredi- 


«ents,to fix my eye upon ſome 


*©mark of Regeneration, which 
© at ſometime or other I either 
 ©<have,ot phancted to have had 
 «Kypon me,and with the (tedfaſb 
| <beholding of that, as of the 
© Brazen Serpeut, be fortified 
«apainft all the venom of my 
<« fiery lufts. Caſt in this one 
& ſtick, and with it (weften all 
«the Waters of Marah, fecure 
<me againſt all the bitter ef- 
« fets of my preſent guilts. I 


need make no- addition to this - 


good mans complaint, we ſhall 
not need to call in the help of 
any Avgur to tell us, what a fa- 
tal 


us ad ano { le, . ar He 


—— 
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tal influence this is probable, 
nay certain to have upon mens 
praftice. For who is he whoſe 
Conſcience hath been always ſo 
callous, as not ſometimes to 
awake him, and put him upon 
 forrow and holy reſolves? 
where's the Sinner to be found, 
whole Paroxiſms have been fo 
conſtant.as never to afford him 
_ any lucid intervals? it will be 
a difficult taſk to aſſign any ſuch 
an one eſpecially when we call 
to mind, that even a Pharaoh, 
though the (ſignal inſtance for 
hardneſs of heart (by reaſon 
both of his own natural reſo- 
lute wilfulneſs, and of a fur- 
ther degree, fuper-induced up- 
on that-by a juſt punitive at of 


God yet at ſome times appears | 


as a real Convert, confeſleth 
his Sin, deprecates the juſtly 
deſerved wrath, promiſeth a- 
mendment: 
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mendment for the future, and 
begs the holy mans Prayers for 
the obtaining of a bleflity, ſe 
1s ſcarcely to be imagined, but 
that the moſt prodigiouſly pro- 
fligate Chriſtian , can call to 
mind ſometimes, 1n which ſome 
better things have forced way _ 
into his thoughts. And if he 
can do this (in theſe mens Dij- 
| vinity) he is ſafe, the Seed of 
God remains in him, this may 
; ſuppreſs all fears of his preſent 
uilt, or foture danger, if he 
can but ſit ſti]], and be content, 
God will in time work his own 
work, and he may reſt aſſured 
that he ſhall at laſt become an 
accepted Saint, 
But yet this is not ſo eaſie 
a way to conclude a man in the 
poſſibility of Saintſhip; but yet 
I can repreſent to you another 
as caſte that will clearly evince 
the 


» 
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' the actuality, and prove a man 
| really to. be a Saint allready 3 
and that is a ſtout oppoſing of 
_ Babylon, and ſeperating from 
the Communion. of Sodom. L 
will not (tay to.obſerve to you | 
that the great Charity of theſe 
* men. could afford - no better 
names than theſe, not only to 
Rome, but to their Mother the 
Church of Freland. She was. 
ſpiritual S9dow, the Babylon out 
of which the Saints were to. | 
flee; her Liturgy as bad asthe 
Maſs 3 her Prieſts, Prieſts of 
Baal, and dumb Dogs; all hen. 
Ceremonies plain rags of Anti- 
Chriſt : and the wholeiConſti- 
tution a limb of the Beaſt, and 
the myſtery of iniquity. That 
which I am more concerned io.. 
is to let. you underſtand not 
only what a neceſlity hath been 
preached up of oppoſing this 

Whore, 


| 
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Whore, and flying all Com- 
munion with, her, leſt men per- 
took of her firis z but what 
great weight hath been laid 
upon ſo doing : this hath been 
ſufficient to aſſure Saintſhip, and 
to evince a man an undoubted 
Child of God. He that could 


' have given but ſome conſidera- 


ble evidence of this, but eſpe- 
cially of his having been any 
way inſtrumental in pulling 
downthe Walls of this Babylon, 
of aſliſting and promoting the 
Cauſe, of helping the Lord 
againſt the mighty. I ſay, he 
that could but produce any 
evidence of this, in the late 
Times, needed plead no more 
for his Canonization. One ſuch 
Heroick act of piety as this 
was as effeyal to obtain his 
being cryed up for a holy Saint, 
among(t theſe men heretofore, 
as 
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as two or three counterfeit Mt- 
racles and a large fum beſide 
could be to: obtain a mans be- 
ing Canonized in the Court of 
Rome. ES, 

T his was eſteemed ſo meri- 
torious an att as would (with- 
out all doubt.) atrtone and ex- 
piate all other crimes. This ho- 
ly zeal would not only bring a 
bleſſing upon the Phirehas him- 
ſelf, but entail it alſo upot-his 
whole Houſe, and obtain it the 
name of a very godly Family. 
One ſignal expreſſion - of this 
love to their poor Sion, would 
certainly cover a muſtitude of 
the greateſt 6 ns. It will be 
needleſs and troubleſom- to 
you, to refer you to ali the pla- 
ces, In which this is laid down 
as a ſure mark of a Saint, F will 
only tel] you, time was, when 
no lefs perſons than the great 
Mr. 
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Mr. Love, and Mr. Calamy plea- 
ded it as marks, the one of his 
integrity, at his Tryal, and the 
other of his uddyua duileauianiſer, 
in-his Apology againſt Mr. Bur- 
ton. And the Author of the De- 
bate, you-know, offers to make 
it evident, (and it he did not, 
another ealily might_) that the 
' taking the ſolemn League and 
Covenant was made generally 
a ſign of holineſs , and thoſe 
looked upon as the Dogs of the 
World, not worthy of the or- 
dinary Crums(the common be- 
nefit of the Law) that refuſed 
to ſwear to it. I am apt to 
Tmagine you will look upon 
this as an extra-canonical rule 
to judge Saintſhip by, and ſuch 
as our great Maſter no where 
gives the leaſt warrant for, or 
mtimation of, And indeed 
twere very ſtrange if he ſhould; 
' Pride, 
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Pride and Covetouſneſs, and a 
greedy Revenge might as ſafely 
be put into the Saints evidences 
for Heaven, as this. For [dare 
aſſert it no impoſlible thing ts 
dempnſtrate that ſome one, or | 
all of thoſe, have been the com- 
mon cauſes and Pareats of this. 
Some men were too proud to 
brook ſuperiority , and ſome 
were covetous, and the Church 
, was thought toorich; and ſome 
had miſſed preferment (as 'twas 
once told the great Calamy) 
or received (as they thought) 
ſome other injury, from the 
Church, and to revenge theſe. 
(as Arrius and Novatus of old) 
reſolved to work (to their ut- 
moſt) her final' ruin. And 
truly the temptation was fair, 
fince that was the, ChareGeri- 
ſtick notÞ of a Saint :and true 
Son of 1/rael; and the way to 

| ſecure 
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ſecure a better name, than ei- 
ther Son or Daughter of the 
Church could enjoy. Certainly 
if this evidence were real and 
infallible, they had a mighty 
multitude of Saints, and more 
than any ſober man can poſlibly 
grant them. 'And (to conclude 
this reflexion) if this be to-be 
a Saint, Sit anima mea cum Phi- 
loſophis. | 

I ſhall not ſtay you longer in 
mſtancing '1n other pretty Do- 


 . Arrines of theirs, as the abſo- 


lateneſs of the promiſes, than 
which, never was a fairer in- 
let for a bold inert preſumption. 
The Recumbency and rowling 
upon a naked Chriſt,than which 
(as the people underſtood it) 
never was a Dodqtine better 
fitted to cry down (or diſpenſe 
with the neglect of ) any great 
.-care of real holineſs. 1 am 
| afraid, 
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afraid, I have tyred you with 
theſe inſtances already, and gi- 
ven you- too much cauſe of {or- 
row, that ever they ſhould fhnd 
Patrons among thoſe that called 
themſelves of the Reformed 
Religion. I ſhalltherefore add 
no more, but only two ſhort in- 
timations' ex 4bundant3. 

I. Andfirſt of all I ſhall con- 
fidently dare to tell you, that 
for one Sermon of Obedience, 


I will ſhew you: twenty of 


Faith'3 for one Sermon that 
you can thew me preached by 
theſemenupon Gal. 5. 6. 1 will 
ſhew you ten upon that Row. 4. 


5. for one Sermon of Juſtice | 


Cunleſs in that horrid Notion, 
in which 'twas cryed for', and 
preached up againſt the Earlof 
Strafford,; the Archbiſhop Lad, 
and at laſt againſt the beſt of 
Kings)-of'' mercy; of walking 

humbly 
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humbly with God, of abiding 


in-our own Calling, and _—_ 
our 'own work 3 of meekneſs 
and ſtudying to be quiet, &*c. 
I will undertake to ſhew you 
forty againſt curſed Neutra- 
lity , againſt Laodicean Luke- 
warmnels, about the marks-of 
Saints, about the excellency of . 
Faith, about getting intoChriſt, 
&c. Some of which ſeem to 
eſtabliſh wickedne(s by a Law, 
and none of which teach men a 


neceſiity of practical holineſs 5 


but -prompt them to a new for- 


mal kind of Religion,and anea- 


fier and nearer way to Heaven 


and its bliſs, than ever the for- 
mer Ages kneyy of. I know theſe 
perſons: (if -any ſhould ever 
chance to ſee theſe Papers) will 
be forward to juſtifie ſome of 
theſe ſubjects, that I ſeem to ac- 


cule their Sermons-for treating 


lo 
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{io commonly of;z. And fo will 
: Talfo, ' but it-is with this limi- 
tation, provided that- they 
dwell not thus in generals, but 
proceed plainly to the particu- 
lar ways and methods in which 
ſach duties areto be done.God 
forbid, that either you or [ 


' ſhould be thought to be per- ;| 


ſons that condemn all preach- 
ing about Faith, and all per- 
ſwaſionsto people toendeavour 
toget an intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus. 
No, Sir, I know theſe are need- 
fal and wholſom theams 3 but 
what I condemn 1s mens roving 
in general about theſe things; 
which: indeed may work upon 
mens Paſſions, heat their heads, 
but not at all rightly inform 
the judgment, nor benefit the 
life  of- ation. What benefit 
gain I by hearing a loud Ha- 
rangue about the excelleacy of 
| Faith? 


| "Faith ?' the happy of be 
intereſted in' Chriſt 2: while I. 
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ineſs of being 


neither am toldthe true nature 
of the one, nor directed to the 
right and proper means of ob- 
taining the other? And here, 
Sir, there comes into my head; 


an Advice which the late fa- 
 mous Biſhop 'of Down gave his 


Clergy at a publick Viſitation 
Cit is printed with many others, 


'which- I heartily: wiſh all oor 


Spiritual men would diligently 
peruſe and Regard) very per- 
tinent to our preſent buſineſs. 


© Do not ſpend your Sermons 


*iq-- general and indefinite 
*things, as in Exhortations to 
*the peopleto get Chriſt, to be 
* united anto Chriſt, and things 
*of the like unlimited fignifi- 
*cation.. Buttell them inevery 
**duty what-/are the meaſures, 


"what circumſtances, what in- + 
* E << {tru- 
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« ſtraments, 2nd what- is-the 
*< particular minute meaning of 
«every advice. . For generals 
* not explicated, do but fill the 
«peoples heads with empty No- 
<tians, and their- mouths. with 


Sperpetval unintelligible talk; 
*but their hearts remain emp- 


«ty , and themſelves are not | 


<< edified. There's a greatdeal 
of ſpiritual prudence in the ad- 


mee; and truly as much truth 


40 the reaſon toenforce it, Ge- 
-nerals affect very Intle, and to 


.talk of. getting into Chriſt, and 
rowling upon Chriſt, ©c. is. 


but like ſhooting - at Royers, 


-which indeed | may - exerciſc 


peoples eyes,divert them alittle 
while, find them ſomething to 
talk hi of, and contend 
-about, but very. rarely or ne- 
ver hits the true mark. Let 
them but-treat of theſe things, 
according 
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according ito the precedent 


_ advice, and they ſhall never. 
find me in the number of their 


accuſers. But otherwiſe I ſhall 
take liberty to tell them, that 
theſe being handled inthe com- 
mon uſual method, ſerve but to 
entoxicate peoples heads, and 
divert them from the main and 
great bufinels of Religion, 
which is keeping the commands 
of Chriſt Jeſus. | 

I can ſcarce forbear here to 
acquaint you with another 
pretty practice of theſe men, 
and that is, the. judging mens 
ſanity, the truth of their Re- 


| generation, by a certain mode 


and form of ſpeaking. 1 do 
not mean the Dramatiſt's 
twang of Noſe (though. pou 


cannot-but have obſerved 


modiſh that was once among 


the Saints, and you know the 
. E 2 Doctor 
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Dodor. at Goole we once 
counted perfect in it) but a 
rapmwey way of wording things- 
y. which men ſhould be judged 
by them, as the Gileadites dif 
covered the Children of F- 
phraime of old by $hiboleth at 
the paſſages of Jorden. I know 
the mah (and could bring him 


to atteſt whatT am going to tell. 


you) that having before the 
late pack of Fryars, given a 
handſom and rational account 
of his converſion , was never- 
theleſs diſmiſſed without ſati(- 
, FaQtion,' or any hopes thereof; 

"till he was inſtrufted-/by one 
more ingenuous than the reſt 
(and afterwards by good for- 
tune made hisfriend) what the 
reaſon 'was 3 which was this. 
What he had delivered to his 
Brethren was fair and plauſible, 
but it took not, for want of be- 


10g 
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ing worded in the ſanftified 
fanguagez for whereas: he dif- 
courſed..of Chriſt Jeſus , and 
his Saviour, <&-c. he ſhould have 
ſaid: the Lord: Chriſt, 'the Lord 
Chriſt, &c. which+ when he 
readily uſed the ſecond time 
of audience, he preſently paſ- 
ſed, and wasaccepted as/a Saint 
of the right faſhion. Sir, what 
conſequences may be drawn 
from theſe things, will be evi- 


denr to: the meaneſt Logician, 
' viz. that theſe men ſtrangely 


debauchedChriftianity,and had 


_ other meaſures to. judge them- 


{elves and others by , than 
thoſe in the Goſpel. But this 
not; =. 

2. The ſecond thing I pur- 
poſed to advert, but this; upon 
this account you ſhall find thoſe 
men openly traduced,publickly 
detamed and : oppoſed;3 who 

E 3 honeſtly 
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honeſtly purſuing and deſigning 
the intereſts of mens Souls, and 
keeping cloſe tothe great Max- 
ims and deſign of Chriſtianity, 
have bent all their endeavours 
to plant-a real holineſs in men, 
and taught them,” that all ex- 
 pettationsof a future happineſs 
without -it , were \groundleſs 
and vain. 1 will give you two 
inſtances of this, which | know 
you will remember: One 18s Dr. 
Hammond upon the writing of 
his excellent: Practical Cate» 
_chifm. If you conſult the prin» 
ted Papers between him, and 
Mr. Cheynell, you will eaſily find 
what the chief matters-of con- 
troverſie were. The Learned 
Carechiſt -is for exalting. the 
Evangelical Precepts, . and al- 
ferts our Saviours ſetting the 
former commands at a higher 
pitch, as requiring a more ſ{ub- 
DD” | limited 
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limited degree and meaſure of 
Holineſs - and Righteouſneſs, 
than ever-was called for under 
the-Judaicat Oeconomy. And 
in this he ſhews himſelf not to 
be (ingular , but conſonant to 
the whole ſtream of Antiquity, 
as his many- Quotations make 
clear and evident. Now what 
good- Chriſtian will gainſay 
this? or quarrel with the good 
man for aſſerting of it > Yet 
this doth Mr. Cheyzell, far fear 
(forſooth ) leſtthe Law of God 
ſhould be- diſparagd hereby 3 
which David voucheth to have 
been pure and perfet, And fo 
doubtleſs it was for that diſpen- 
ſation , til] the fulneſs of time 
for a further and clearer mani- 
_ feſtation was come. Another 
conteſt 1s about the buſineſs of 
Juſtification, and whether the 
Catechiſts Doctrine-in that par- 
E 4 ticular 
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ticular, or Mr. Cheymnell's, be 
moſt conducive to the real pur- 
poſes of holy living, or eva- 
 euating the neceſlity of Evans 
gelical Santtity, Iſhall readily 
truſt you 'or any conſidering 
perſon to judge. But I am ſen- 
ſible 1 ſhould be railed at as in- 
jurious to: Mri-Cheynel and the 
party,ſhould l not tell you, that 
beſides theſe, there was another 
matter controverted: in thoſe 
Papers , \ which was about the - 
prime Notion of the third Pre- 
cept.” Where the DoQor ſeems | 
to allow a"greater liberty of 
ſwearing and profaning Gods 
name; than Mr. Cheynell, But 
as to this. 1t js eaſe to obſerve 
that' malice only: framed the 
accuſation, of which the Do- 
Qor ſufficiently clears himſelf, 
and his-Wwhole Dottrine in all 
' other inſtances, may aſſure and 
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warrant: any mans fafety,: in be- 
coming his runs SIG In It, 
[ will-not here add, what might 
be too juſtly charged upon Mr. 
Cheynel and that party;that their 
great care of that Precept; and 
the two-others, between which 
it is placed'm the Decalogue; 
will advantage themrvery-/lit- 
tle, towards. being . eſteemed 
great preſſors of Ho] ae 
they. appear ſo very regatdlefs 
.of the-other. commands ofthe 
ſecond 'Table-:; b:woll readily 
confeſs indeed, never any -Ge- 
neration of 'mencryed outlows- 
| der againſt idol woxſhip; |Ne- 
ver werethere:mei thatfeemed 
more to. fear-an)\Oath m-ordi- 
nary. converſe” (though perjury: 
were a'fmall thing )-Nevermen: 
the Sabbath ſhould;beprofaned 
Butif. you'l natthe ſatisfied with 

roma; E 5 their 
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their reſpect to theſe three Pre- 
cepts,' if you'll not count them 
ly perſons upon theſe-ac- 
counts only, you ſhall ſcarcely 
have more- Nor any juſter 
cauſe to. give them that title, 
than you would have to call 
that Jew an holy perſon, whoſe 
hands were full of bribery and 
blood, yet thought it piacular 
to pronounce the Tdeayeduua) es. 
Alas! Sir, its an old trick, and 
very few-bave been more pre- 
adicial tothe true 04 wa 
| ; of Religions to ſeem 
Geog, -but re- 
gardlefs of ;men, to be mighty 
U© we of h k 

Fw ye may —— 
ed at; there's little of 
Ps Intle of mortificati» 
on, little ;oppofition of e:mans | 
dear intereſts intheſe things, ws 
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* 
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compariſon of what _—_ ” 
m being righteous,” -and ju 

and haſt; and merciful, and 
charitable, ec. and therefore 
as of old, thoſe engrofſed the 
whole, the all of the Fews care, 
as things that would expiate 
and artone ( anomny nw 
ſmaller guilts3 ſo we have feen 
it of late amongſt theſe people, 
no men haye been more care- 
fal'to appear ſplendid and fa- 
mous for their piety towards 
God, whilft Juſtice and Cha- 
rity, [Integrity and Uprightneſs, 


have been negletted as abſo- 


late thingy, and'o way becom- 
ing the new Saints, © | 

Another parallel Hiſtands r 
ſhall give you, is of Mr. Fow- 
ler in his late excellent Trea-- 
tiſe of the defign of Chriſtiani- 


ty, How very ill. this' Book 


hath comported with the*Ge- 


nious 
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nious of. theſe men, may be col- 
le&ted:/from the clamours raiſed 


againſdit - that it would bepre- _ . 


judicial to the merits of Chriſt 
eſus , injurious to Gods free 


3race, and. would teach. men. 


to take off their eyes from 
Chriſt, and to build their hopes 
of Salvation upon their own 
endeavours 3 and upon theſe 
accounts, and. for theſe great 
Reaſons, a Book muſt —_— 
be written .agaibſt it, to anti- 


dote the. infefion and poyſon, 


that otherwiſe the people might 
ſack from it, Iam not concerned 
ta ſhew you, how utterly cauſe- 
leſs and unjuſt. theſe ſurmiſes 
were, the Gentleman.is able 
enough. to vindicate himſelf, eſ- 


pecially. from ſuch accufors 3. 
that which is more pertinent, 


for me, 15 by thistolet you lee, 


Which. way the humour of theſe 
4X people 
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people leads. They had preach- 
ed up a more.calie way gf Sal- 
vation, but this .Book would 
diſcover and betray | the im- 
poſture, ſhew the people, how 
they. had been gull'd and cheat- 
ed,..and perhaps. in time open» 
their eyes and make them wile 5; 
turn their preſent great admi- 
ration of theſe their Leaders 
into-a.., juſt indignation, and 
cauſe them 1n a little ime-to, 
deteſt thoſe as men not.worthy 
to-live, whom at preſent they. 
can eſteem little leſs than. Gods 3, 
to whom they. can readily $a-; 
crifice.evenall-their goods. And 
(to-add, a little more ſtrength: 
to.this inſtance) you knawy/ we 
have been informed how Mr. 
Baxter hath ſped among them, 
for daridg to juſtihe the Argu-., 
ment.of. that Book. Thou gh 
(methinks this.may be ſaid 


him. 
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him to his Brethren, that he 


hath done it with as great cau- 
tion, as many diſtintions, as 


ſtadious a wearineſs of wrong-' 


ing the Palladium, as wit can 
poſſibly contrive, Yet for all 


this 'even he cannot eſcape a _ 
ſuſpitiouscenfure. From whence * 


'tis obvious to colle, that this 
is the »ol; me tangere, this is the 
Taliſman that ſecures the peo- 
ples affetion to them. And 
therefore mult with all poflible 


care and fecreſie be preſerved; . 


this'is that great Diana againſt 
whem not a word ſhall be ſpo- 
ken, but there ſhall preſently 
be a tumult amongſt theſe Sil- 
ver-Smiths, who live by making 
and ſelling ſbrines of this grear 
_—_ ey, Sir, I dare be 
co ” -peremprory In 
this belief, that 5 vor) Am= 


poffible for- aty perſoo of true 
TY Chriſtiah. 
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Chriſtian Principles to quarrel 


_ © or be offended with the great 


Aſertion of that Book 5 but 
that other conliderations en- 


-:- gage men into an oppolition of 
| - nt, and particularly that which 


| have been all this while en- 


deavouring to prove theſe men 
' guilty of, z. e. the loveof a dry 


empty Notional eaſte way of 
Religion. And this I afſign as 
the firſt (and indeed: main) 
Cauſe of what we are enquiring 
after. To which if I have been 
too prolix, forgive me, and 
your trouble ſhall be ſhorter in 
the reſt that follow. | 

; 2. Another 'Reaſon of this 
may poffibly be 2 mighty ſhew 
of 'Zeal in all religious perfor- 
mances. Of this you will find 
theſe men always moſt careful; 
and truly but for this there were 
aothing extraordinary 1n their 
dt Religions 
bs 
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Religion 3 nothing to tempt 
men-into an admiration of it. 
And therefore by this they la- 
bour to conceal, or ſupply the 
defets and imperfetions of it 5 
that what: is :wanting in ſub- 
ſtance and reallity, may be ſup- 
_ plied by: appearance and page- 
antry. How ſucceſsful a me- 
thod. this is to captivate the 
minds of ithe people, he is of 
no'obſervation that: cannot tell 
you. -Pompousſhews and fair 


appearances do'mightily 'affe& |. 


and:work upon the multitude 5 
and more ſtrongly enchant their 
admiration and charm their re-: 
verence ,'thaoithe molt. ſolid 
and: excelent things, when not: 
attended with - theſe advanta-: 
gious repreſentations. It was: 
not without good reaſon there- 
fore» obſerved Jong] ſmce: by: 
Xi; \aqd: athersbefore:him;; 
tnointio7 that 
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that -Geſture is the Fang moſt 
principally. to be regarded by 
an Orator/3 {ince.a man that 1s 
lucky-in-that,..,and by it hits. 
the humour .of his Auditory, 
(hall prevail more thereby,than 
by ten-of the molt rational Ar- 
 guments/,that;he can fortifie 
- hisdefigned perſwaſton withal. 
The people.;.generally. judge 
with their eyesz and the Co- 
median too truly. repreſents 
many.-3s beholding with their 
mouths -//aad therefore cunning 
men. uſe 'to,, intrap.. them by 
complying with this* humour, 
by treating them with things 
' gorgeous and fair; and inſtead 
of dealing rationally with their 
Judgments, entertain them only 
with ſuch things, as may cauſe 
them to ſtare and admire, and 
by this. means commonly are 


ſuccelsful. | 
You 
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You cannot but oftentimes( as 
you have walked out into rhe 
_ Fields about Oxford) have ob- 
ſerved ane pretty {leight that 
the Fowlers have to catchLarks 
 withal 3 which is, by fixing a 
red. Croſs, fet thick with little 
pieces of a Looking-Glaſs, near 
their Nets,tn a bright Sun-ſhine 
Marning: this mightily gliſter- 
ing, and caſting abroad a migh- 
ty appearance, draws the poor 
Lark into ts admiration3 
which while the poor Bird ftays 
to gaze upon, himſelf is eafily 
Captiv'd and made a prey. [ 
know you'l pardon the home- 
| lineſs of the Emblem; for fo 
have I feen the Hunters for 
Souls nſe a method not much 
- unlike to this - which is. by all 


means to make a fair ſhew, a 


very greatamazing appearance, 
which while lilly people have 
ſtared 
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ſtared at, they have ſoon ad- 
mired, ani by that means been 

ealily enfhared ,, not only to 
eſpouſe the errours, but revere 
and honour the perſons gf the - 
ſubtil Impoſtors. And that [ 
| may bring this diſcourſe cloſe 
to the preſent inſtance 3 it 18 
obvious to obſerve,that among 
all the inſtances of pageantry 1n 
Religion, there is none that Se- 
ducers have been more careful 
of, anG& ſucceſsful inz than a 
mighty loud Zeal , and extra- 
ordinary fervency of Spirit, in 
all their religious performan- 
ces. In this (you will tad) they. 
have always endefvour'd to ex- 
ceed the true ſervants of God, 
and thereby hoped to diſparage 
them. Lerme preſent you with 
one inſtance of this; recorded 
ia the Old Teſtament, it is the 
carriage of the Prieſts of Baa!, 
. in 
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in that famous Sacrifice of 
theirs, wherein they contended 
for honour and reſpe& with 
the Prophet #1:j.ch, bzfore King 
4hab and all Tel. If you 
read- the {tory ('tis-recorded 
1 Kings-18,) you will: ſoon 
find, how for all the marks and 
ligns of a great fervent Zeal, 
they far exceeded even Elijah 
himſelf; who yet (you know) 
is looked upon as the great and 
chief inſtance of the Zealotick 
Spirit, They addreſled.them- 
ſc]ves:to the | Sacrifice with all 
poſlible ſigns of a great and 
grave ſeriouſneſs, performed it 
with all the marks of a raptu- 
ral tranſpazted_ Zeal, conti- 
nue their ſupplications ſeveral 
hours, even with the: moſt pa(* 
ſionate fervency, nay ſeem ſo 
far beſides themſelves by the 
vehemeacy of their Zeal, as to 
CUT 


Fr = >» bd. of TW rag 


Impartial Inquiry, 117 
cut and gaſh themſelves, and 
turn cruel unto, and regardleſs 
of their own fleſh: While on 
the other fide, the Prophet 
calmly betakes himſelf to the 
repairing of Gods Altar, qui- 
etly, and without noiſe orders 


- his Sacrifice, and offers up his 


devotion evenly, in a Prayer 
more conciſe and ſhort than that 


_*of our Saviour. Tell me? Sir, 


which of theſe thepeople-were 
molt likely to flave at and ad- 
mire? Sure its no difficult mat- 
ter to conjequre. How could 


they miſtraſt the Religion' of . 
. fuch zealous devorers 2 how 


could they chufe a!moſt but ad- 
mire the zeal and feryour of 
ſuch worſhippers > prefer 
theſe Idolatrous Prieſts, before 

the Lords Prophet ? and the 
_ ons Fug amazing” ſervice 
and worſhip of Bae, before the 
leſs 
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le pompous ſervice of the God 
of Iſrael ? If the ſucceeding mi- 
racle had not umpired the con- 
teſt, I can eafily Yoreſee on 
which fide the votes would 
have fallen. 

How well the ignominious 
pame of Zaal's Priefts (which 
with fo much virulency they 
have caſt upon the Orthodox 
Clevgy heretofore) may be- 
come- theſe Preachers - them- 
ſelves in- other. reſpeds, 1 ſhall 
not contend; but in this (I fear) 
you may truly ſay, Owo prog- 
nati eodenm,they ſeem very near 
of Kin, and both to have the 


ſame art and method of decei- | 


viog- What have you thought 
of theſe men, when you have 
beheld the ftrange aantick ge- 
ſtures, the ludicrous. poſtures 
of ſome addreſling themſelves 
to Prayer? the ſtrange amazing 

- violen- 
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violencics that ſome have for- - 


ced themſelves into, in that 
performance 2 So as even to 


| haleand gaſp for breath ateve- 


ry peri ,” While the poor- ad- 


' miring people below, bave ta- 


ken theſe for mighty agitations 
of the Spirit, and been as ready 
to adore when the men came * 
down, as the Iſraelites were 
Moſes, alter his-glorious con- 
verſe with Godin the Mount. 
How . often have you ſeen 


a Preacher heat himſelf, beyond 


the need of any velſtments? 
throwing off his. Cloak, oy 
and his Gloves too, as. great 
impediments to the holy per- 
formance, ſqueeking, and roar- 
ing beyond the example of any 
Lunatick. Sometimes ſpeaking 
in- a tolerable tone , and. pre- 
ſeotly again- crying -out: asif 
under ſome immediate diſtra- 

Ction ? 
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Qion ? "White the people with 


great amazement” have gaped | 
uper him , and when he hath } 
finiſhed, given him this honour- | 


able” Encominm, well, hee's'a | © 
rare man,” a man mighty zeal- | t 


ous for” the Lord, 'a powerful | ! 
Preacher, and: one that hath | T 
taken abundance. of pains that | 
day; to the cheriſhing and re- } 
freſhing of whoſe wearied Spt- | 
rits', the female” Proſelytesare | 
commonly 'very' aftively con- | 


tributive. 


If any man be fo uncharita- 


ble towards me, as tg imagine 
me at-Enemy to Zeal in reli- 
gious performances, upon the 
account of this period, 'or that 
this diſcourfe intends the dil- 
paraging a' fervency of Spirit 
in ſerving the Lord; [ſhall —_ 
the freedom to tell him, he un- 
charitably miſtakes both. - No 

; man 
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man more heartily wiſheth, that 


all the Clergy wonld. be grave, 
| and -ferious;; and zealous in all 
| their-publick ſervices, and you 
* can} witneſs for me how much 


[ have lamented, and ſome- 


. times freely blamed ſame mens 
 remiſsneſs and coldneſs herein; + 
but this I will readily acknow- 
{| ledge to all ſuch perſons, that 
as | have an Apoſtolick War- 


rant for commending. of Zeal 
only in a' good- matter 3 ſo I 


"think I have:the ſame, for re- 


quiring the expreſlions of it, in/ 


a due manner alſo, with which 


(4 am apt to believe) the thea- 


 rrical ludicrous ; poſtures of 


fome -men , dong: way: com- - 


'port. 


'3- Another: thing that per- 
haps maybe influential on this 
buſineſs, is a very great ſpeci- 
ous: ſeeming Sandity -in carri- 
ie! F age, 


193" A Pvee and 
ape, and';common'deportment. 
Sir; © the” ifVuaſe 4pept)or , the 
sCloathing: hathialways 
beet wort by all the Wolves 
that''! have "broke into - the 
Church, and the Spirit of He- 
refivand Schiſm, hath ever been 
caveful to appear in the;garb'of 
at Angel of Light. If you ſhould 
fearch-all the Eccleſiaſtical An- 
| riquities, you would memve 
find; that allmoſt all the Heri- 
fizerks'that have diſturbed the 
Church and its ipeace , have 
ever been extraordinary pre- 
tenders to Sanity; ſometimes 
in their DoQrines, bat allways 
in their carr! a oP z and under 
'this vizard''a 
done moſt miſchief. For though 
all: novelties are ſtrangely ta- 
King with the inconfiderate 
titude(who are even-natu- 


rally newfangled andchange- 
able) 


diſguiſe -have | 


$ 
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able) yet -when-they appear 
thus dreſſed and -habited, then 
they quite faſcinate, and trong- 
ly-charm. their high opinions 


and admirationzthey are quick- 


ly drawn to wonder at and ex- 
tol them. And truly-when they 
are once brought. into. | 
circumſtances,. they-are then as 
heated wax, ready to receive 
any impreſſion, that. their . ad» 
mired Leaders-,ſball pleaſe to 


' ſtamp-them- with. | This our- 


great Enemy. knowing. very. 


_ well, hath: taken great care all- 


ways to ſend forth his Emifla- 
riesinthis garb: and therefore, 
you know, the great Apoſtle in 
his charaCteriſing of . theſe. Fa» 
(tors, oamits-nbt,.to. put this 


into the. deſcription, that they 


have wubepoory ivoefties , A very 
great and: glorious farm and 
lhew of; Godligels...,. 
ys: E- 2 


a 
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I ſhall not bring my Charity 
in queſtion, by diſputing whe- 
ther theſe perſons -ivoifea may 
not well admit the diminutive 
attendant wieperrs, or no. I ar 
certain then (if ever this came 
to the notice of any of them) 
I ſhould be exclaimed againſt, 
as a condemnor of the Saiats, 
and one that ſpoke againſt the 
Generation of Gods Children. 
Rat this I will.tell you, that if 
it be but a Form, yet 'tis well 
erimmed; if all be only perſo- 
nated; the AQors are excel- 
lent Comicks; if it be not caſte, 
yet caxte it is3 if it be only a 
paint,'tis very lively - It would 
hs near the puzling of you (l 

ink) to inſtance 1n any pha- 

riſaick nicety in outward Con- 

yerſation, which I ſhoyld not 

be able to match in theſe men. 

No men ever were MEAT 
1 


Rs 7 


| ImpaMtial Inquiry. 12g 
died in Ml thelittle things that 
make a fair ſhew, in the fight of 
the vulgar, and. carry with 


"them any appearance of piety: 


no men ever were exatter at 
Oral or geſtural SanCtity than 
they. are. What their hearts 
are, God and their own Con- 
ſciences know 5 we will not 
jadge them, 

Now, Sir, Inced not tell you, 
of what mighty advantagethis 
is to them, in this inſtance of 

aining reſpe&t from their fol- 


\lowers. I wiſh that ſome of our 


own Clergy , would confider 
how poſlible it is that ſome of 
them , may be contributive 
here, and how by their careleſs- 
neſs they become foils the more 
to ſet off their Adverſaries 
glory. It 1s a wounding ſpe- / 
Aacle to ſee the careleſsneſs of 
lome of theſe 3 they little con- 
F-2 ſider 
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_ Aider-(befides their own heavy 
" 1guilt) - what cauſe they give 
theſe Enemies to blaſpheme 
their holy Religion 3 and what 
advantage thoſe gain hereby 
towards the-aſluring their own 
deat repatation 3 they greedily 
gape far .thele falls, and they 
know how there-out to ſuck 
no fimall advantage. 

, 4. AnotherMethod-by which 
theſe . Perſons. attrat- a great 
;yeneration from their. follow- 
ers, is, the ſuffering a ſeeming 
Perſecution, and-that (as they 
;endeavour. to, make them be- 
Eien and Righ- 
teoulneſs fake. Among all the 
Saints, whole names are emi- 
nent, and famous in the Dyp- 
tichs of the Church, there are 
nonethat have more juſtly been 
honoured with the higheſt &x- 
loginmr, than the holy Martyrs, 
| who 


| 


| 


| 
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who have atteſted the truth of 
their holy Faith; by their own 
blood.; ,'He.that can have the 
valour to. ſuffer fox his Religt- 
on, is.in the ſure way to Fame 


and ., Renowg, amongſt _ his 
\Party. TN | | 


pear evidently. on the ſufferin 


- fide, and providence hath « 


them upon... ating the. ſadder 
Scene z the Laws are ſomething 
ſmart. againſt, them, ;and they 
may thank themſelves for it. I 


wiſh they would - thank the 


goodneſs of a merciful Prince, 
who. hath: been. plegled to ſul- 
pend the. Execution: of- theſe 
Laws againſt them.,. and keep 
off the penalties which-: they 


.threaten to: them. However 


this - act of-, Grace, hath now 
zab'd. them; of this. Plea 3, they 
cannot now. fare call them- 
F 4 (elves 
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ſelves the perſecuted Saints. 

"But I muſtrell you, Sir, you are 
deceived, if you think ſo. 'Alas 
they are ſufferers and the per- 
ſecuted party ſtill. Are they 
not branded with” the odious 
name of Phanaticks? of Schil- 
maticks? and is it not as good 

_allmoſt to take away their 

lives, as their reputation ? have 

© they not, many of them," par- | 

ted with good Livings to pre- | 
Herve their Conſciences pure | 

_ and untainted? Yes, and more 

_ofthemthan would (we know) | 
had they not been trapan'd by | 
the rich Cabal! at London, that 
could live without theſe Li- 
vingsz and call you not this a 
ſuffering now? yes and a great | 
one too, here's filence in Hea- 
ver upon it , 'or at leaſt they 4 
hoped there would have been. 
Alas ! The Ark is gone, and do 


not 
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not they ſuffer in its Captivity ? 
This 1s a {ore Perſecution, ſuch 
asthe Revelation tells you was 
to befal the Witneſſes, and all 
that adored ard followed not 
the Beaſt. 

But, Sir, if we grant them t© 
be ſufferers in earneſt, yet ſure 
ly we muſt count them but in 
jeſt, when they pretend it to 
be for Righteouſneſs ſake. Aud 

et ſo (we know) they do, and 
by all means endeavour to nou- 
riſh this Opinion in their Vota- 
ries. They very well know, 
they have not a more plauſible 
way , by which to affure the 
people of their integrity and 
confcientiouſneſs, than this is ; 
for who can doubt him ſerious 


and in earneſt for his Religion, 


that will ſuffer for it > What 
mad men were we (I have 


heard ſome ſay) to undergo 
F-y theſe 
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theſe things, but that our Con- 
ſciences oblige us thereto ?- {o 
that you mult needs believe 
them good men upon this ac- 
count; for they'll forego any 
thing of Worldiy concern, ra- 
ther than violate their Conſci- 
ences, and who muſt uot praiſe 
and honour ſuch Devote's? 
Alas! Sir, a confidering per- 
fon knows this to be a very fal- 
lible mark of Integrity 3 and it 
may ſafely be aſſerted, that it 
its-poſiible;and common to ſome 
men to take a pride in ſuffer- 
ing. We know that great in- 
ance of Stoiciſm, Poſſrdowins, 
under the violent furpriſes of 
the Gout (and they ſay there 
arenot many things more tor- 
menting,) could cry out, quam 
ſuave, quan dulce hoe! only out 
of moe that- he might boaſt 
Vimſelf able to aſſert and main- 
tain 
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tain his own Principles : and 
ſurely 'tis as-pofſible now for 
ſome men. equally poſlefſed 
with the ſame vice; 'to'wmprove 
that vice tothe ſame end; eſpe- 
cially when the ſufferings are 
much eafiler tolerable, and the 
gratifications of the vice much 
more conſiderable. For: none 
of the atfiitions pretended to 
by theſe men,” can be near: (6 
tormenting as his 3 the Perſons 
are untouched , and there's no 
fire nor fagot to torment: and 


while the Stoick had: but the 


content only: to praiſe and'ex- 
tol himſelf, theſe have had mu}- 
titudes to applaud and glorifie 
them for their great conſtancy 3 
yea and belides that; to make 
up, by their large” charitable 
contributions-, all their loſſes. 
$o'that even their loſſes turned 
to their advantage, and i 


fo 
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found three days in Newgate (as 
the Ano-Droll told him in effec) 
more gainful, than balf a years 
Preaching at Aldermanbury. So 
that now we have found out 
another Vice, that may poſli- 
bly be in this-matter 3 Pride 
and Covetouſneſs too may have 
an. influence upon ſome mens 
ſufferings: and marvail not that 
I add this latter, for even-Co- 
vetouſneſs ſometimes may be 
contributive to a ſeeming 1a- 
viſhneſs, and no manneeds won- 
der to ſee a manexpend a hun- 
dred, when the Interelt is {ure 
to be double tothe Principal, 
But, Sir, I needed not to have 
taken any pains to demonſtrate 
the fallibillity of this Plea-3 -no 
matter to the multitude, whe- 
ther it be for Conſcience or 
not, all the while 'tis ſuffering; 
_ they examine not the juſtice or 
For injuſtice; 
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injuſtice 3 they only ſlave at 
the ſufferers: (though perhaps 
ſome might ſuffer as murther- 
ers, or evil ſpeakers, &*c,) and 
as long as this 1s for the belo- 
ved Cauſe, they ſhall be no leſs 
than holy Martyrs 5 ſay you 
what you can even-the late 
bloody Regicides have been 
extolled by ſome, as Champi- 


- ons of the Cauſe, and Aavilli;- 


ack's name ſhall be- rubrick in 
the Jeſuits Calendar. 

5. Another. thing that we 
gheſs to have a cauſality here, 
1s their continual applauding, 
and commending of their peo- 


| ple, and crying them up til] 


for Saints. - Sir, men naturally 
love to be commended , -and 
have good things ſpoken of 
them. And of all the noxious 
things that vain men are fond 
of; Flattery is one of the moſt 

acceptable. 


hs 
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acceptable. And truly it re- 
quiresa greater ſtock and mea- 
fure of ſobriety and prudence, 
than the multitude can be 
thought to be /pollefied of, to 
ſuppreſs all tumours of Pride, 
that are ſo mighty prone to 
ariſe upon a man hearing his 
own praiſe, and notto be migh- 
tily'\pleaſed,. and tickled with 
the words of a Paraſite.' I re- 
member Epifetns long fince, 
hath laid it down as a mark of 
a great proficient in vertue: «dy 
Tis imairion #avſoy, nd]ayiad To, trace 
rir]0-wae f2v]s, os rrernbir])@. Let 
a man praiſe and commend his 
vertue, he rather pitieth his 
ignorance, - than proudly. ſub- 
{cribesto his Opinion; and ra- 
ther takes advantage thence to 
heighten-his humility, for cau- 
fing ſuch a man to miſtake, than 
gratifie his Pride, as if he me- 
| | rited 
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rited any ſuch commendation. 
And truly, Sir, He really is a 
very good man, who can im- 
prove his being praiſed to the 
advantage of his bumility, and 
exciting of his induſtry, and 
avoid its blowing him up into 
a proud conceit of over-priling 
his own Excellency. 

Now, Sir, it ſeldom fares 
worſe with flatterers than with 
their meflage 3 he is cbunted 
a good and acceptable man, 
who brings ſuch good and plea- 
fant tidings, and men do not- 


more delight to hear the re- 


port, but they have always as 
much kindneſs for him that tells 
it, It hath long fince filled the 
hearts of good men with ſor- 
row, and their Writings are 
every where full of complaints, 
that dextrous Paraſites are all- 
ways the molt acceptable per- 

E {ons 
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ſons to Princes, and indeed to 
all men 3 and therefore 'twill 
be the leſſer wonder, if they 
be ſo to the vulgar, who, as to 
the exerciſes of Reaſon or Wil- 
dom, are but one degree only 
removed from Children, to 
whom nothing is fo grateful as 
fine words and fair commenda- 
trons. * 

And lince we ſee great men 
ſo prone to be mightily plea- 
{ed with the praiſes given them 
by thoſe below them Cwhoſe * | 
praiſes are rarely or never jn- || 
dicious, but ruled moſtly by 
Paſſion, or ſome fortuitous 
emergences) it will be the leſs 
ſtrange, to ſee theſe mightily 
tickled with the praiſes of their 
Superiours. And indeed expe- 
rience lets us clearly ſee, no- 
thing pleafeth the multitude 
like Flattery - a cunning man 

by 


| 
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by this ſhall perſwade them to 
more , than by twenty good 
Arguments taken from Conſct- 
ence or Duty.' We have ſeen 
the ſucceſstulneſs of this arti- 
fice, in our late inteſtine Wars ; 
how cunningly did thoſe lncen- 
diaries Complement, and ſeek 
by all means to pleaſe and flat- 


ter the people : Yox Populi was 


by them aflertedto be Yox Det, 


and the popular vogue was the 


determination and diQtate of 
Heaven. By. this means you 


: will find thoſe Primitive Rebels 


in the Camp of 77 «el , cafily 
draw the people to ide with 
them,a!! the Congregation was 
holy they were all Gods cho- . 
ſen people, and therefore what 
had Moſer and A4aror} to do, to 
exerciſe Dominion and juril(- 
diction over them? and all ſuc- 


celsful Rebells have ever gone 
the 
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the ſame way, and the Church- 
Matineers have always. fonnd 
the' method as ſucceſsful as 
thoſe in the ſtate. 

Now, Sir, it is notorious to 
all men, how mighty civil theſe 
perſons are to their people, how 
careful to careſs all their: ;f01- 
lowers with the glorious names 
of Gods Saintsz the Lords holy 
ones, the dear people of God, 
the hittle'Flock, the Latnbs of 
Chriſt Jeſus, the | Redeemed 
ones of $7on, the true Remaant 
of Jacob, and the precious elect 
Seed. The Notoriety of this, 


will ſave me the labour of re- 


ferring you to any Boos or 
Sermons in which you may find 
theſe endearing compellations. 
And therefore I further tell 


you, "that the only fure way | 
for any man to obtain thele | 


honourable Titles, is to join 


hifhſelf 
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himſelf to their Aſſemblies, for 
alas all out of theſe are Chil- 
dren of darkneſs, the wicked 
of the earth, the Sons of Beljal, 


and the Secd of the Serpent. 


We know their' Charity can 
afford us no better names: Juſt 


- ſo. did the. Phariſees of old, 


mightily exto] and honour their 
own Diſciples, whilſt all men 
elſe in groſs. were but populns - 
ferre, or the beſt man 1npartt- 
cular. but iſe publicanns; but 
theſe men are Saints as ſoon as 


ever they are but of the godly 


Party: 1 could tell you a ſtory 


of a grave DoQor.that for ſome 


months together, every Sunday 
conſtantly prayed for his lick 
Maid under no worſer a title, 


than thy dear Servant FE. till 


at length the good Saint was 
deliver d of a fine Boy, 
which ſome unlucky Women 
[wore 
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ſwore was very like the F4- 
ther. | 
Now, Sir, How mightily (do 
you think) muſt this Court- 
ſhip endear them to their peo- 
ple © oh! theſe fine names 
made a preat noiſe in their 
heads,they could not but dance 
to ſuch melodious ayrs 3 and 
the men that would treat them - 
fo kindly, need never fear any ' 
Oſtraciſm, but ſhould” be fure 
to charm their greateſt affecti- 
on: hay, all they have ſhall be 
readily at ſuch mens ſervice, 
bow canthey grudge ſuch civy 
Gentlemen any thing? He that 
_ canereep into the good Ladies 
Chamber, and there affeQtio- | 
nately pray for her, as Gods + 
Ele Lady, his holy Servant, 
his dear Handmaid, and her re- 
. ligious and hopeful Iſſue thoſe 
tender Plants of the holy _ 
: and | 


| 
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and poliſted Corners of the 
Temple, may riſe up with con- 
fidence of her hearty thanks; 
nay, may find he hath melted 
her heart into ſome yellow 
pieces 5 as one of theſe once 
told a Confident of his, who yet 
had not the Grace to conceal 
it, but publiſh'd the ſaying to 
the uncircumcied, T* 
This is acivility and honour 
to their people, that you'll 
ſcarce be able to parallel any 
where beſides 5 it far exceeds 


that of the Papiſts to their moſt 


religious Votaries: thoſe ſel- 


dom Canonize any till after 


death, and they do wiſely, be- 


cauſe they can fſafelier fix on 


them Miracles, &c. which per- 
haps themſelves would have 
bluſhed at the forgery of, had 
they been living. But theſe 
men Canonize all preſently, 

they 


r42 A Free and 
they are all precious Saints, as 


ſoon as ever they become their | 


Diſciples 3 and tell me then, 
doth not one good turn deſerve 
another? you might count them 
ruder than the Boors of $:y- 
thia, if they ſhould not migh- 
tily honour ſuch. obliging and 
courteous Maſters. 

And now by this time, Sir, I 
ſuppoſe I may have hired you, 
as well as my (elf in-this Inqui- 
fition,+1n which I'do:not intend. 
to give you any further trou- 
ble; - only let me for a conclu- 
fion add, that if theſe Cauſes 
be rightly ghefſed at and a(- 
ſfign'd, - there will thefe two or 
three obſervables be ealily col- 
ligible from them. 

Firſt, That the people have 
no ſuch extraordinary great 
Reaſonto honour theſe men, as | 
perbapsthey-may imagine, and | 
that 
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that they aQ very little beyond 
the weakneſs, and indiſcretion 
of Children'in adoring of them. 
[f their eyes ever chance to:be 
truly opened,” to ſee what true - 
Religion means, and what the 
real Terms and Conditions of 
Salvation are.z' they will find 
(I doubt not) that: their Lea» 
ders' have abuſed them, and 
their Teachers:cauſed them to 
err. And then (perhaps) ac- 
knowledge” they had no more 
trae reaſon" to honour theſe 
men, than Children have todo 
the" like to thoſe Spirits (as 
we call them): who. entertain 
their eyes and :/phancies with 
ſome- pleaſant toys, 'till they 
have: ſtoHen/ them from their 
Parents, and betrayed them in- 
to flavery. Indeed if men love 
to be cheated, and can take a 


ſed 3 
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ſed; then I confeſs they may 
have cauſe enough to honour 
theſe Perſons, for they can fit 
that humour well 3 but o:ther- 
wiſe, if they be wiſe, and de- 
teſt impoſture, they'l have lit- 
tle more cauſe to honour theſe 
as benefattors, and diſpenſors 
of -true Heavenly food , than 
they would have to-do ſo to 
thoſe, who, when they called 
for Bread ſhould give them 
Stones, or when they expected 
' Fiſh, ſhould treat them wich 
Scorpions. | 

Secondly, That theſe men 
themſelves have no very great 


caufe-to glory. in the acquilts 


the applauſe of the multitude 
is in it ſelf very incon(iderable; 
and no \wiſe man ever made 
much account of it :- but it: is 
much leſs valuable, when tis 
fraudulently obtain'd.; the guilt 
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'. in the acquiſition, will quite 


damp and ſpoil the pleaſure of 
the fruition. And certainly. the 
joy in ſeeing the people very 
much pleas'd, will very poorly 
compenſate the horrour , that 
muſt needs ariſe upon the 
thought, that God is moſt 
grievouſly provoked and offen- 
ded. There's a Scripture, Sir, 
that we have heard frequently 
in the mouths of theſe perſons 
to patronizeand defend (ome of 
their ations, I only wiſh 'twere 
as much in their hearts to allay 
thetn;Pride 1n being thas ho- 
noured. Whether it be juſt in 
the ſight of God to ,0bgy men: ra- 
ther then God-judge' ye 5. cer- 


tainly Reaſon. would that men 


ſhould ambition rather the ho- 

nour that cometh. from God, 

though the multitude were diſ- 

pleaſed 3 than to: gratifie the 
G 


vain 


A 
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vain hamour, and thereby ac- 
yr the as vain applauſe 
reof, by offending of God: 
We find the Apoltle of the 
Gentiles telling his Galatians, 


that ihe ſoneght to pleaſe men, 


Þe' ſrould' not be the ſervant of 
uy 1 doubt ſome men might 

their Fate. our- of - thele 
words, and-moſt certainly all 
may do fo, who purchaſe mans 
applauſe by: ways that Chriſt 
hath not warranted; "Even in 
the midſ{t-of ſuch laughrer the 


heare-may be juſtly ſad, when - 


it reflects upon the reproach; 
andigaominy;theconfulton and 
ſhame;that will ſtrike-the Epi» 
lopuetoall theſe Comick ſports, 
and tarnthe peoples preſent ad- 
miring acclamations', into the 
moſt virulent curfes and EXe> 
crations” for ever. 
"II it not much better to 
[; be 
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be | ſerions in (preventing this 


direful*'Ex#1, now in time? by 


every man _—— theſe 
poor Tow - mean defigns, and 


quitting that -peeviſtneſs "and 


that Pride that neceſſarily en- 
gage men npon them? Were 


et not'much ſafer to ceaſe quar- 
'relling 'and © difputing 'againſt 
'things (acknowledged by them- 


ſelves) indifferent 2. the ma- 
king vents, and Schiſms,; and 


-partiey in-the Church , which 


muſt be acknowledg'd extream- 
ly dangerons? and reſolve to 
Join cordially with their bre- 


'thren, in doing God and the 


Church ſervice , and bringing 


mens Souls into a loveand pur- 


fuir'of true Godlineſs,all which 
are alſo acknowledg'd abſo- 


lately needful 2 this (I ſhould 


think_) were'a landable method 


' to Glory, a way to aſſure the 


2 honour 


. u48 Ar Ericand. 


honour that cometh from God, 


and only deſerves. that name : 
4f they can out: (trip their bre- 
thren in; this -procedure ,. let 
'them (lay I) have a Benjamins 


Meſs and welcom. No: good - 


man'(I am (are) would grudge 
them this honour , /but rejoice 
toſeethem all have the xeward 
due to- true Prophets. Nay 1 
dare be publick jecority, that 
hereby they ſhould . find ten 
times the comfore;, .. that they 
can poſlibly in the preſentcon- 
-trary method. One Soul thus 
ſaved , ſhall gait. them more 
true joy,thana thouſand gain'd 
to their own partyz one man 
brought by them thus accepta- 


bly to honour and praiſe Gad, 


ſhall curn more to their advan- 


tage, than to hear a multitude” - 


canting their glory. 


3. Neither thirdly, need wy, 
| 6 
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of the'other Clergy envy them 
this painted glory , nor have 
much reaſon-ro grudge them 
this imaginary felicity. - 'Tis 
what a wile man 'would not 
grudge his worſt Enemy hving. 


It was a ſad word which our 


Saviour ſpake of the proud am- 


*bitious Phariſtes,, Yer#ly 7. ſay 


unto you, they heave their.reward, 
And/tis'all that men of tie like 
ur muſt hope for. And in- 

eed 'tis yet ſo very little that 
even Envy it ſelf cannot faften 
onei'tooth on, (Let them pleaſe 
themſelves therefore inthe pur- 
chaſe, be thou quiet and Pati* 
ent;they will one day wiſh they 
bad never known 1t --let the 
maltitude :of their followers 
fing their Hoſanre, be ſtill, a 
day will come when their note 
will ſadly change : let them 


trinmph-over thee as one much 


G 3 infert- 


* 
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mferiour to them, * 5 ME thy 
duty (incerely,they may chance 
one day towiſh they were gqual 
with thee. 

But of all thinga Coge none 
of theſe will make (o very. il 
uſe of this Enquiry, as to-en- 
deavour gaining glory by the 
ſamemethods,or puriue honour 
by malving the ſame experi-. 
ments. God forbid, this.were 
the greateſt injury poſlible ta 
the deſign of theſe Papers, and 
themſelves too - if they ſhould 
be inferiour to theſe in honour 
from their party (as it ofteir * 
falls out) yet they 'may_ have | 


the peace and joy; of. faithfully 


diſcharging their/greav[rrbſt} 
ahd-enjoy the honour thaticoms 


.eth from God , which he' will 


moſt certainly confer upon Eeve- 


ff true Servant of his 3 which 
the 


other may in vam wiſh for, 
when 
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when ſhame and' deſpair hall 
period 3ll their glory. - 

But Sir, my Zeal here temps 
meto be impertinent, as I ſhould 
certainly be, ſhould T preſume 


_ to teach ſuch grave perſons. If 


there be any need of an addreſs 
to them, or thoſe of them now 
with you, the following _ 
coufſe* may_welt .-be looke 
upon ynder that Notion, which 
(according to your command) 
I have (with ſome importu- 
nity) obtain'd of our friend, 
and now ſend you. I think it 
may pertinently ſerve as a ſea. 
ſonable advice to all Clergy- 
men, how they may ſecure that 
glory that fadethnotz to your 
deſire of peruſing which I now 
remityou, after this one Re- 
queſt, that you'l forgive this 
trouble I have now given you, 
and believe it to reſult only 
G 4 . from 
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from that delight and pleaſure 
that I take in any thing that 
may. comply with your com- 
mands , and let you ſee how 
much I ambition the honour of 
approving my ſelf, 


>. _ DearSir, 


Towr moſi bumble 
_ Servant, &c. 
A 


$53 
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DISCOURSE 


Upon 1 Time. 4. 7. to ſome 
of the Clergy at a pub- 
lick Meeting. 


1 Tim. 4. 7. 


And exerciſe thy ſelf rather unto 
gadlineſs. 


F there were nothing elſe to- 
ſecure me, from being coun- 
ted-impertiment, in addrefling 
to you' at preſent from theſe 
words this were abundantly 
ſufficient, that the great Apoltle 
thinks it proper to be-one of” 
G 5: the 


&- 
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' the principal DireGions to his 
beloved Timothy, among thoſe 
many that he giveth him fn this 
Epiſtle, by which he tully 1n- 
ſtruts him how to deport him- 
ſelf, both in his private Capa- 
_ city as a Chriſtian, and alfo in 
his more publick, both as a . 
Prieſt and Biſhop of the Church 
of Epheſar. And as it relates 
to him 1n this latter Capacity, 
I have determin'd to conſider 
it at this time. But before [ 
enter immediately upon it, 
_ there's one word which will 
require me to (tay alittle upon 
it, 1n order to the acquainting 
you with the full deſign and 
import of this Apoſtolical Pre- 
cept, and that is the [rather] 
here in our own tranſlation. It 
1s apparent ta any ong, it 1s not 
expreſlly in the Greek wiweted8 
eaav]ay welds ingifear , lo the wards 
there 
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- there are 5 Yet this we may 
ſay in jaſtification of 'the Ver- 
ſion, that it is properly enough 
inferred from it. And the, 48 
will well enoogh bear.the force 
of itz for when it cometh to 
be a Comparative Exceptive, 
as here it is, there is very ht- 
tle difference whether 'we'ex- 
preſs our ſelves, not this but 
that, or rather this than thar. *' 

In the proceeding part of the 
Verſe the Apoſtle is cantioning 
Timothy againſt ' the Bi8ihays =? 
yeeslers wiles, thoſe vain; aniſe; 
trifling, fooliſh fables, either of 
the Jews or Gnoſticks 3 but"as 
'tis moſt commonly believed, of 
the later, thoſe great boaſters 
of the JwdSiu0 worn , as he 
calls it, Cap. 6. 10. Science or 
Knowledge falſely focall'd.Men 
mightily Oprtnion'd and con- 
ceited of their own great Know+- 
| ledge, 


& 
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ledge, by reaſon of their dex- 
terity and readineſs in mixing 
a great many of the Heathen 
Korres, with the Chriſtian Re- 
_ liflon, accommodating the Fa- 
ples of the one to the Do- 


- -trines of the other; and after- 


wards ſuperinducing a neceſſity 
of belieying thoſe Schemes or 


Sy(temsthat they extrated out | 


of this (trange Miſcellavy. Of 
which wild conceits eſpecially 
about God the Ido, the Angels 
the drires , the Creation, &*c. 
Whoever deſires an informa- 
tion , | may have it in Ireners 
his account of the Phancies of 
Valentines and:his Followers, or 
Epiphanins, or S. Angnſline. But: 
in/ none ([. think) more plea- 
 fantly and fully than in that ex- 
cellent piece of Antiquity de: 
Gemmis Baſilidianis, retrieved. 
by the great care and induſtry. 


_ CONES na one.. 8 


| 


ata pablick Meeting. 157 

' And I wiſh-this Charge were 
only to be brought againſt 
Jews orGnoſticks; but there are 
thoſe will tell you;. that others 
alſo may as juſtly be mentioned, 
as guilty. of theſe adulterous 
mixtures, who have depraved 
the Purity of the ChriſtianRe- 
ligion with the baſer alleys bony 
Heatheniſh-placits. 

1. And-firlt, I may tell you,. 
you will find this by many: 
ſmartly charged upon Origen; 


and ſome others that iſſued ont 


of the Alexardrian School). that: 
great refiner and follower of 


the Platonick Philoſophy :: 


whoſe ſtudy hath employed it: 
ſelf lo to accommodate the 
Dofrine of Chrilt-to the Rules: - 
andSentiments of that excellent. 
Athenian, that what was ſaid of 
Philo the Jew and Plato, may be 
ſaid of the agreement made 
by 
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by theſe men between Chriſt 
and Plato, then Naa]wy Yei5ovier, 
3 yersdy wreſovice and yet there 
are {ome that will undertake fo 
to 'vindicate Orzeen from any 
Crime in this, as to cauſe it re- 
dound unto his greater praiſe. 
2. And truly to give every 
one their due, I am apt to be- 
. eve that the like charge may 
as juſtly Iye againſt another 
ſort of men,[ mean thoſe volu- 


minous eriflers the Schoolmen, 


whoſe induſtry hath fully as 
much adulrterated Chriſtian R e- 
Iigion, by tying it up to the 
Rules and Philoſophy of the 
Idolized Stagyrite. This then 
may be .the Periphaſis of the 
[rather] there are agreat many 
of things tn the Jewiſh Cabbala, 
and no leſs amongſt the Gno- 
ſticks and others, that carry the 


ſhew of pleaſant things, and are 
hugely 


I eee tained 


ect 
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hugely- tempting to liquoriſh 
Philoſophical heads; but behold 
I ſhew unto thee a more excel- 
lent way, Jet me direc thee to 
a more noble and profitable: 
ſtudy. - Exerciſe thy ſelf unto 
godlineſs. ZR | 
Exerciſe. There's the a en- 
joined (1f you require a divili- 
on.) thy ſelf ,. there's the ſub- 


To godlineſi there's the object. 
Though I will freely confeſs to 
you, Fam no admirer of ſome 
mens dexterity in ſplitting 
hairs, but count all forced di- 
vilions needleſs, and often hurt- 
ful,” as entangling the: ſence of 


' plain Precepts.'. And where 


| there is not a neceflicy ofthem, - 


in order either to Explication, 
or methodical Proceeding , I 
Cannot but account them very 
impertinent. - | 

Exerciſe, 
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Exerciſe,” 4wavels 4 word evi- 
dently metaphoricat; there are 
two references of it found 
enoughz for it either relates to 
the (tripping,or to the fervency* 
of thoſk ancient ;Racers- and 
W reſtlers,or other Combatants 
for Victory. 

Fo the firſt ſence it-calls for 
Timothy' s. diveſting and ſtrip» 
ping himſelf of all incumbran- 
ces or lets in his Study or Pra- 
dice of Holineſs, and particu- 
larly thoſe vain trifling Fables 
before-mentioned? And in this 
ſenfe it may receive a confider- 
able ligt® from a parallel place, 
Heb. 12. I. Gyxer daoffiuire; wdi]a, 
laying afide every weight that 
might impede and hinder us in 
. our agoniſtick courſe of Piety 
and Godlineſs. 

- But the ſecond Reference i$ 


the more common, in'which 1t' 
calls. 
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calls for the moſt vigorous pur- 
ſuit, the molt athletick endea- 
vours after Godlineſs : beas ſe- 
dulous and diligent after this, 
as thoſe. great Maſters of the 
Gymnaſia, required their Sche- 
lars to be after learning, -- And 
certainly the advicein this ſence 
is very rational; for. if that.of 
Solomon's be lo in the things of 
_ earth, whatever thy hand: find-: 
eth to do,do it with all thy mright, 
(hoc age) as the Heathens word- 
. ed it, certainly 'tis much more 
rational inthe things of- Hea» 
ven. And doubtleſs Picty de- 
ſerves our moſt intenſe and vis- 
- gorous endeavours above' any 
thing elſe , and the Apoſtle. 
gives a ſufficient Reaſon for this 
in the next Verſe, becauſe it is / 
'wpis Te/]e ioiamuE, whereas the: © 
advantage of other things is but 
{mall,and that ſmall portion but, 
| in 
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na few'inſtances neither 3 this 
1s greatly profitable, and to all 
purpoſes too. And doubtleſs 
all wiſe mn will' proportion 
the meaſures of their cares after 
things, according to the” Ge- 
grees of exceilezncy that 1s In 
them, anc advantage Dy them. 
— And: truly, Brethren, were [ 
minded toſtay here, thiswould 
calt 'a very” ſevere eye upon- 
many in thefe days. Not only: 
upon ' the 'modiſh' - ptrophane, 
Atheiſts; the men'that abhor” 
theveryſhew of Prety;havenor: 
ſomuchas the Hypocrilie of 'it.” 
- But alſo-upon the' Laodicean' 
indifference, and tepidneſs of" 
moſt after'it'z to whom $. Aus- 
 brnoſe's Rule; Immenſitas «6/3 niet! 
fara, founds like Herefie :' and 
traly Godlineſs hath the mean-" 
eſt the minuteſt of the care of 
almoſt all men. View but-mens 
4 CarTri- 
© 


Y 
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carriage upon the. $u-day, when: 
the.great bulinels of Picty. par- 
ticularly .ſfummans their. re- 
gards, and. you 11 fee,thole-men 
taking their hours of fleepthen,, - 
who) will ſcarce. allow thei 
eyes a ;mimute. of | it all the 
week after? Come into the 
Cburch,apd. youll fiad that Ve- 
ſtab fire of Za), which, ſbould 
always bury there, pat, ſo. much 
as onee kindled.. Not ſo much 
4s-the fainteſt Emblems of ;itin 
many,and in thebelt,cepreſent- 
ed but by dulbunaGtive -Tapers; 
- And heartily could. wilh,, 
there lay hotacharge too juſtly 

3gainſt Timothy allo here, ky | 
zeal and:fervency in Religious 
Service, ſbould be that'; great 
flame, at which the; leflex Tas 
pers of the people ſhould. take 
fire. I will not anticipate what 


would come. in'more properly 


hereafter. 
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hereafter,” That I would'wil- 
lingly touch ar, is indeed a great 
detect in the yourzte os ivehforay, 
our Zeal in Gods Worſhip, and 
religious Service" (Not to Je- 
tain you?) *tis plainly this, That 
; carelefs poſting over the Ser- 
F- vice and Prayers of the Church. 
EF . .» ive me leave freely to 
Hell you *my thoughts, the 
urgy oP the Church of Eng- 
(that =: ſo often triam-: 
itions'of all 
Ts) hath not worſe 
F; oe Wortd, thaw 
, e th arty the ſemblance 
his nds 3 there cannot a 
re effecual courſe be taken 
p Mo d r it common and cons 
os fein the eſteem of: men, 
hat theſe men purſie. It 
| never be more wounded 
in ean as to lofing its/due ve- 
Fation) by the aſſaults of its 
open 
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open Enemics, than_it is tn the 
Houſe and by. the carriage of 
theſe its, profelied Friends. -- 
But I paſs. on: 

Exerciſe thy ſelf. And truly 
when we have ſaid all, this 1s 
the right method; if our Savi- 
our himſelf, may be thought 
able to preſcribe it, Tp@]ey Wxfaag, 
firſt caſt the moat out of thine 
own eye, and then endeavour 
as much as thou wilt to heipthy 
Brothers... W#hen thou art con- 
werted,.. ſlrengthen thy, Brethrew.- 
be ſure begin athome firſt. Firſt 
love thy ſelf, then extend thy 
charity to. thy Neighbour : Do 
what good thou caylt to others 
1a Gods name, but remember 
that unleſs -thou, doſt good to 
thy ſelf alſo, neither God nor 
man will count; thee wiſe 3 and 
ſure no man can expett to be 
counted. other than. filly: 1n the 
extremity, 
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extremity, who lays out his 
care (with the imprudent 
ſpoule) to keep "other "meds 
Vineyards, while his own is neg- 
lected, and expoſed to Rune, 

The laſt thing 1s mp5 iveifeay 
unto Godlineſs, of which though 
(we know) all men can talk 
'faſt enough, and all ſorts uſirrp 
it as the proper fignature of 
their own party; yet too plain 
experience let us {ce how mi- 
ferably men miſtake in the'no- 
'fions they. have of it, and how 
fad and fatal the conſequences 
of thoſe miſtakes are. 

Some take it only to denote 
a little care about Gods imme- 
diate Serviceand Worſhip3 ard | 
the conſequence of this errour | 
_ is, to ſee men Saints on the $u»- 
: Fl and Devils all the week 


"" Ottidrs fake it to tmport'on- 
ly | 


F 
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ly a zealous obſervance of the 
Precepts of the firſt Table; and 


from hence it comes. to paſs 


that Piety is cryed up by thoſe 
men who are wholly regardleſs 
of Honeſty, and men fall-into 
the old jewiſh damning Opini- 


on, that although they mur- 


ther; fteal, commit adultery, 
and ſwear'fal{ly, yet the com- 
ing into Gods Houſe, obſerving 
his Sabbaths , - and carefully 
worſhipping of him, will eaſily 
attone and expiate the gutlr of 
thoſe Immoralities. 

Another ſort of men take it 
only for a'Scheme of Faith, 
and judge” of 'their own and 
other mens Godlineſs, by the 
mode-and-faſhion of their Re- 
ligion. "One man thinks he is 
preſently:holy, if he be of this 


-way, and another-thinks he is 


ſo, if he 'be' of the! contrary ; 
- and 
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and the conſequence of this is, 
to ſee men wear their Profeſſi- 
ons. as the Phariſees did their 
Phyladteries, and the Gnoſticks 
their Gems ,- as Amulets and 
Charms to ſecure them againſt 
the obligation of any Com- 
mands. From whence 1t comes 
to paſs, that Saintſhip and the 
moſt prodigious atts of wick- 
edneſs are eaſtly reconcileable 
and cuntiſtent. 

And truly thoſe that go. be- 
'/yond: theſe, and grant godlineſs 
to include obedience to Gods 
Cotamands, yet are apt to halt 


and liſp here,and fall into ano- 


ther oid Jewiſh errour, that if 
a man do any one thing well, it 
is cdough: 1n complyance with 
which, men-chuſe out a few of. 
the ealtelt things to perform, 
\ſuch-as leaſt thwart their hu- 
 mour , or crols- their at 
an 
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and: the performance of theſe 
(they doubt not}: will hallow 
all their other neglefs. - And: 
from-hence' proceeds the ſtrain- 
ing'at Gnats, and — 
Camels, the Tithing-Mint a 
Cummin-Seed , but neglecting 
the great important things of 
the Law, becauſe more/unplea-' 
ſing and difficult. 

It will highly concern us 
therefore, to ſettle ſuch a No- 
tion of Godlineſs, as may ſe- 
cure men againſt all theſe fatal 
miſtakes 3 and that we may do 
by expounding it ſo as to take 
1a the whole matter of Chriſti- - 
an Cbedience, the: whole Syn- 
tane of Duties, the combina= 
tion of all thoſe Vertues, which 
our great Maſter bath enjoined 
all his Votariesz and which the 

facred-1diom exprefſeth fome- 
times by Holinefy, ſometimes by 
righteoulnels, & {ometimes by 
both. H And 
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And'Þunderſtand nothing to 


hinder. why we may not ſo un- 
derftand” and expound it here. 


For: though! know iucifee is 
' many times taken to:import the: 
true and right manner. of -Gods 


. Worſhip according to his Ward, 
i oppoſition to all Idolatrous 
Saperſtitions, and falle Wor- 
ſhips among the Heathens; yet 
FE know as well, that 'tis often- 
times underſtood in a fuller la- 
titude, as:comprehending the 
whole duty of a Chriſtian man. 
And therefore the Syriack In- 
terpretor tranſlates it here j#- 
ſtitiam, and St. Chryſoſtome ex- 


nds it to denote vitem re- 


Fam , as well as fidem puram. 


Therefore may it well be cal- | 


led Godlikeneſs, endeavouring 
to be pure as God is pure, to 
tranſcribe the divine perfeCti- 
ons, and Vertues, Truth, Ju- 

. | lkice, 


& 


j 
: 
' 


| 
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ſtice, Mercy, and. Charity, ac- 
cording to the utmoſt of - hu-. 
mane poſlibilities. Upon which 
account I ſuppoſe it is,that holy 
men are ſaid to be bias gvoio; xo 
youle, 2 Pet. I. 4+ 

And yet if weunderſtood it 
here in the firſt and ſtricter 
ſence, without much ſtraining, 


' it would draw in alſo this later, 


for certainly that man worſhip 
God beſt who obeys him _. 
and in vain do we the firſt if 
we negledt the latter, It is the 
Sacrifice of the juſt that plea- 
ſeth God, whilſt that of the 
wicked is abomination. Even 
Nature hath taughtthe Heathen 
that the Sacrifice of the guilty 
perſon is but augds Tpien , ſuel 
only to the flame, but not at all 
acceptable to the Gods; and it 
is known to have been a. com- 
mon ſpeech among the Pytha- 

H 2 goreans, 
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gOreans, 'Twmions Thy bibs deere, idy 
Tþ 0g Saruey cwodons. Onur per- 
ſons by godlineſ; hallow our gifts, 
| and not our gifts our perſons. 

And now [I will ſuppoſe you 

- have the full import of this 
Apoſtolical direfion , which 
though given to Timothy, may 
yet by a juſt and warrantable 
Afialogy', be extended to all 
Clergy-men after him, enjoin- 
ing them the exerciſing them- 
ſelves'to Godlineſs. 

There are two Inſtances in 
which the exerciſe of this is re- 
quired of us3 and when [ have 
acquainted you with the rea- 
ſonableneſs of its being requi- 
red in both thoſe, have finiſhed 
the trouble :[ intend your pati- 
ence at preſent. | 

The two Inſtances I mean 
are theſe. Our publick Preach- 


ing to others, and our own life 
and 
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and converſation with others : 


endeavour by thy Doftrine to 
plant and promote itin others, 
and be ſure to praCtiſe and ex- 
ercile it thy ſelf. 

1. We ſhould earneſtly en- 
deavour to plant Godlineſs in 
others by our Dofrines, ma- 
king this the great end of all 
our Preaching , deſigning all 
ſuch our publick diſcourſes to- 
wards the implanting of true 
holineſs in our hearers. 

r. For firſt of all; this is cer- 
tainly to do them the moſt real 
good. That the great intereſt 
of Souls doth depend on holi- 
neſs, and. that the happineſs of 
them 1s not attainable without 
It, is a Truth ſo clearly aſler- 
ted, and fo frequently atteſted 
in the ſacred Canon of our 
Faith, that I dare take the con- 
fidence to tell any that doubts 

H a of , 
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of it, either that he's wholly _ 
a ſtranger thereto, hath very | 
little converſed therewith; or | 
elſe hath taken a great deal of | 
pains to miſunderſtand it. And | 
doubtleſs it requires ſome con- 
fiderable induſtry, for a man ſo 
far to debauch his Conſcience, 
as to be able to withſtand clear 
Convictions, and to ſuſpend its 
aſleat to ſuch clear and evident | 
aflertions of theAlmighty. And | 
truly though a mancame tocon- | 
ſult the divine Revelations, 
with ſome coalitderable preju- | 
dices, and prepoſſefſions con- | 
trary to this truth; yet a fober 
perſon would think, he would 
meet with ſo many, and thoſe 
ſo plain and expreſs aſſertions 
of it, as were abundantly able 
to chaſe away all thoſe preju- 
_ dices, and irreſiſtably impreſs a 
ſenſe of it upon his Soul. And 


certainly, 
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certainly he that but reads over 
Heb. 12. I4. James 2. latter 
part of that Chapter, 1 Epiſtle 
of St, Jobe , part of 1 and 2. 
Chapters, or ſeveral ſayings of 
our great Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. 
as Met. 5.17. and 20. and many 
others, the time would fail me 
to recount all, in which this 
truth .is ſo-plainly-and beyond 
all poſſibility of any rational 
doubting aſſerted. I ſay he 
that reads over all theſe, muſt 
needs labour under  fome 
ſtrange faſcination ,, if yet he 
be able to doubt of, or que- 
[tion 1t, 

Nor 1s this only the way to 
ſecure them an eternal and fu- 
ture, but alſo to enltate them in 
the greateſt preſent bliſs. Give 
me a man that dare (et up any 
one thing whatever to vye with 


the preſent felicity -of beiog 


H 4 holy; 
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Holy 3 I will dare to tell him, 
that it 1s ſo far from yielding a 
man any true: happineſs, that it 
4s not able fo much as to ſecure 
'Him/from being miſerable 3. .4t 
cannot yield” Fim” ſo mach as 
the privative and meaner part | 
of bliſs. And indeed weneed 
not conſult 'the Fphod: for this 
truths even-the Heathens them- 
ſelves (as bad Maſters as they 
are) yet will clearly teach us 
this Notion. I will not ſuppoſe 
any of you ſo unacquainted 
"with them ; 'as to walte time 
in ſummoning their ſayings to 
atteſt this, only let me hint this 
to you, that theſe ſayings, are 
not only ſome Rhodomontades 
of the $t0icks, but even of the 
ſobereſt among them. There- 
fore did the Pythagoreans re- 
preſent vicious men, as placed 
upon a reſtleſs rowler, 

= 6s 
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$1: NI xvairdigets | 
«d>x0] on" da pigorTas dnoigera wh- 
uar iyovle | 


are the very expreſſions in the 
|, golden Sayings. 
F And indeed it were a very 
|  eaſie taſk ratjonally to demon» 
ſtrate this, in any of the gay 
[oy Phantaſms, and admired Feli- 
cities of the World, that take 
them ſeparate from Godlineſs, 
and they have not that leſſer 
part of 'felicity. in them, »iz. 
the making their poſſeſiors not 
miſerable : while on the con- 
trary Godlineſs hath the ho- 
nour to be ep; wdile 3finm@. 
And beſides the certainty ot its 
future glory, is retinued at pre- 
tent with" that joy and peace, 
and ſerenity of Soul; that he 
only knows that is the happy 
poſleiſor of. 
And certainly then it: will . 
Hs . by 
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by a very caſte conſequence 
follow, that he leaſt purſueth 
,the intendment and deſign of 
his holy Calling ,- that endca- 
vours to be ſerviceable to his 
| in their greateſt inte- 
reſts, and levels all his aim at 
this great mark, the bringing 
them to underſtand and comply 
with the greatend of their Re- 
ligion, andthe tranſcribing and 
imitating the divine perfeci- 
ons of that God, whomit obli- 
geth them to adore. And while 
others: have other Rules to 
judgetheexcellency of Preach- 
ers _ their meaſures certainly 
) are very falſe and precarious. 
Socrates (we know) was de- 
ſervedly judged the wiſeſt of 
the Athenian Philoſophers, for 
this very reaſon, becauſe whilſt 
others imployed themſelves on- 
ly mm acry Speculations ; be on- 
| "a ly 
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ly bendedhis ſtudy to the bet- 
tering mens lives, and healing 
the Immoralities of humane Na- 
ture. And doubtleſs that Preach- 
er deſerves the greateſt praiſe, 
who moſt cloſely oatfacth that 
great deſign, while a great k- 
oy others (its calle to ſignalize 
too many_) mult ſit down in 
much lower roams. 

And truly what that good 
man ſaid of the great diſputers, 


may too truly be ſpoken of 


ſome great Preachers amongſt 
us. '<fIt is juſt cauſe of ſorrow - 
*©to ſee men ſo ſerious and yet 
*1ſo trifling, a very wounding 
*«ſpeftacle to ſee theſe great 
* Heroes (like Hercules at the 
& diſtaff) ſo degenerouſly em- 
* ployed, and to: find thoſe that 
<© were defigned/by Chriſt for 
©Fjſhers of men, entertain 
*themlelves and others too 
** only 
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<<only with picking up ſhells 
< and pebbles on the ſhore. Nor 
«is it much wonder if theſe 
<©men_ take up the Diſciples 
© complaint, we have labovred 
« all night, and taken. nothing, 
The great Enloginm 1s to the 
faithful Servant , and ſhall in 
vain be expected by him, that's 
treacherous to. his truſt;. and 
the ſhining as Stars.in the Orbs 
of Celeſtial Glory, will ooly be 
the happy lot of thoſe, who 
do (or at leaſt cordially indea- 


vour to) bring Souls to _righ-. 


teoulneſls. 

2. This is one of the moſt 
probable expedients, to re- 
trieve the true and ancient 
Chriſtian Religion. He that 
'" but ſoberly confiders what 
Chriſtianity was in its Primi- 
tive State, will (like that good 
man of old reading over our 

Sayiours 
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Saviours great Sermon (Aut 
bor non eft Evangelium, aut nos 
non ſumns Chriſtiani ) be forced 
upon this conclufiongeither that 
was not true Chriſtianity, or 
this which now bears that 
name, 1s not :. and. becauſe he 
is aſſured that the firſt was true, 
therefore infers that is ſpurious 
and counterfeit. 
Time was. [ B] when woifer: 
and deifowe, were the characte- 
rifſtick notes of the true and 
degenerate Members of the 
Church z_ that of the firſt and 
this of the latter, and holineſs 
of life was the true ſignature 
of a Chriſtian. Now #2agna lo- 
quimur ſed. vivimus , was then 
the Chriſtian Motto. And that 
priſtine honour that She was ſo 
happy 1n, evento the envy and 
filence of all oppoſition , was 
acquired by the Piety and Ho- 
lineſs 


F 1 


: / 
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linels of her Votariess A 
Chriſtian was but another name 
for a vertuous good man, and 
the lives of Chriſtians verified 
theſe tobe 8$3m0noma's. 
_*— But alas whoſlo views the. 
Religion now on foot, will ca- 
fly diſcover its great degene- 
racy. That Jay mm the Hearr, 
from whence it tmparted life 
and- vigour into all the aQive 
members; while this reſides 
only in the Brain, and feldom 
deſcinds lower than the 
Tongue : from whence pro- 
ceeds a kind of a ſpiritual 
rickats, the head (ſwells, and 
grows large and tuberous, 
while the aFive members are 
void of ſtrength, and dwindle 
away into an unattive leanneſs, 
There is none that makes it his 
buſineſs to do good now 3 yea 
we may with the Pſalmiſt re- 
peat 
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peat it, and (ay ſcarce one. An 
empty formal Notional Religi- 
on 1s that, men content them- 
ſelves withal. And while a few 
Ceremonies and Appanages of 
Religion, are ſo eagerly con- 
tfoverted, you ſee very few 
conteſts about the hfe of it 5 we 
can ſee men with great Zeal and 
little Charity mannage contro- 
verhies about the little things, 
but can diſcover no hiſts for the 
agomlſtick Conteſts 1n Godli- 
neſs, or if there be any, can 
diſcover no | Contenders in 
them. 

[t is too obvious to need 
much 1nfiſting upon, that men 
conſult their Paſſhons and 1n- 
tereſts and Inclinations in chu» 
fing their Religion 5 and let 
theſe alone to provide for them- 
ſelves3 be ſure, while theſe are 
the EleQors, the choice willnot 

be 


Od 
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be very uneaſte. Never fear, 
there will be nothing of diffi- 
culty, nothing of painfulneſs, 
no auſterity in theſe mens Reli- 


gion. The mortification of a_ 


| beloved Juſt , the amputation 
of a dear Member, the reſtrain- 
ing of a ſenſual Propenſity, are 
telfons which their Religion 
will never go about- to teach. 


St. Peter (ball be their Apoſtle, 


but 'tis in the worſt advice that 
ever he gave, Maſter ſpare thy 
Felf, conſult thine own eaſe, God 
19a better Maſter than ſo. Hee's 
the Prophet for theſe people, 
that ſpeaks ſmooth things unto 
them. AndI need not tell yon 
how many ſecure the peoples 
favour, by indulging and com- 
plying with this hamour. Tell 
them fine ſtories of Chriſt, of 
the Freeneſs of Grace, &*c. and 


ſo become adored by their Pro- 


ſelytes 


St 
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ſelytes as ſo many Apoſtles, 
while the degeneracy of Chri- 
{tianity is theſe mens great 
Guilt, and in a great meaſure 
owes it (elf to their Doctrines. 

3. There are very few means 
morelikely to ſtifile and quench 
thoſe various Sets and differen- 
ces that there are amongſt us. 

And that not only, upon this 
account, becauſe Godlineſs. ts 
ſo:contrary to, and deſtructive 
of all-thole hymours that occa- 
' fion and feed. theſe diſtempers. 
-Though' it hath. .been- ſeen 
that this -hath'. been. pleaded 
to juſtifie moſt. Schiſms, and 
Holineſs hath been- the Banner 
under. which each Faction hath 
.preterided to-marchz which lets 
us ſee what groſs fallacies men 
put upon themſclves, ſo as to 
be able*to imagine, that Piety 
can be the trueEn(ign of a Schil- 
matical 
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matical FaCttion, 'and the holy 
Bible and Sword in the ſame 
field true Heraldry (the Sole- 
ciſm, not long ago, of the Sco- 
iſh Reformers). And yetevery 
man that can but confider, can 
tell you that nothing can be 
more contrary to Godlineſs, 
than giddy Fa@tiouſneſs. 

And that upon other {cores 
beſides what I have hinted. it's 
true, if men ſtudy to bring the 
people to Godlinefs, they en- 
deavour to bring them to that 
"which is contrary to Pride,Co- 
vetouſneſs, and Convictedneſs, 
. Which are the three great. Pa- 


rents and Origines of Schiſm | 
and Hereſfie; and ſogo adiret || 
way to deſtroy theſe. But be- |; 
ſides theſe, the conduciveneſs ' | 
of Godlineſs to the deſtrution : | 
of thele 1s apparent upon other | 


accounts alſo, 
1. For 


a ts 
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1. For firſt, it is moſt cer- 
tain, that mens intermitting of 


. ſober and regular Actions (ſuch 


as Godlineſs engageth unto) is 
the-readie(t way poflible to tall 
into wild, extravagant, and ex- 
orbitant ones. And that Idle- 
neſs is one great Cauſe of FaQti- 
ouſneſs, hath been ſo fally and 
clearly demonſtrated by one 
(whoſe goodneſs or humility 
I know not which moſt to ad- 


mire) that I ſhould but go 


about to correct Apelles, ſhould 
I add any thing to fortifie the 
Demonſtration : It is while 
men {Jeep that the envious man 
ſows theſe tares, and (as a 
learned Prelateof our own hath 
long fince obſerved) The la- 
borious Bees paſs ſafely by 
thoſe rempting Bottles, into 
which the idle Waſps are ea- 
fily ſednced. Let men but re- 
ſolve 
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folve upon Holineſs, Pl ſecure 
them, they ſhall find enough to 
employ. themſelves about, be 
they as active as they will, 
ar can be 3 they (hall have nv 
time for Idlene(s, and caonſe- 
quently no leiſure to admit 
thofe peſts that follow it. 

+ /2, Beſides ſecondly let us 
do this, and by Gods bleſling 
upon our endeavours, we may 
rob theſe. diſſenters of their 
moſt popular and plauſible Ar- 
gument againſt us. You can» 
not but know the ſtir that hath 
been made, about communica- 
ting with wicked men, and the 
danger of joining with mix'd 
Aſſemblies. Men have hunted 
for: Purity *till they have. loft 
all Piety, andthe ſight of pro- 
phaneneſs in ſome. profefied 
Members of the Church, hath 
made the readicr way for the 
admiſhon 
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admiſſion of that Apoſtolical 
Precept (though in a miſtaken 
ſenſe) Come out from among them 
ney people, ani be ſeperate from 
theme. x £3 CLP x 

But now this courſe 1s the 
ready' way to beat the Enemy 
out of this Hold : For while 
by Holineſs appearing in'us, all 
men ſhould be forced to con- 
fels that God is indeed among 
us, we (hould let thoſe all fee 
the vanity and wickedneſs of 
thoſe, that cry out of a neceſ- 
ſity of ſeperating from us. 

4. Let me add one induce- 
ment more 3 this will be the 
moſt effe&tual courſe we can 
take, to perpetuate our Relj- 
gion, and procure the divin 
protection of that Church 
whole hedges ſeem now broken 
down, and her ſelf expoſed too 
like an Orphan. 

| Tt 
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It is a Maxim of Solomon, 
That lewgth of days is in the 
right hand of bolineſi, and in 
ber left hand riches and bonour, 
and *tis as applicable to Sacie- 
ties as to lingle men: As the 
Pillars of a Nation ſo of a 
Church too are ſupported by 
Righteouſneſs, and without 
that commonly in a little time 
crumble to nothing. The Jews 
tell us, that inthe ſecond Tem- 
ple, which laſted 420. Years, 
there were | near. 300. High 
Prieſts, while in the former, 
that laſted within 10. Years as 
long, there was a Succeſſion but 
of eighteens and the difference 


they aſſign to ariſe. from the - 


Picty of theſe, and Impiety of 
thoſe. You have an excellent 
Diſcourſe to this purpoſe in the 
| late famous Biſhop of Down. 

[ caſt in this. enforcement 
now 


hp 


at 4 publick Meeting. 191 
' now{B} a little the rather be- 
| cauſe of. the time; there ſeems 
to-be filence and amazement in 
this: our Heaven now, I pray 
God-it may be but for half an 
hour. Who knows but we 
may be within the proſpet of 
that time, in which that Church 
which hath been bleſled with fo 
many miraculous reſurreCtions, 
- may draw near a final expira- 
tion 2 God Almighty avert the 
Fate, and change the Pregnqy 
ſticks; but certainly there ne- 
ver was more caule, to take up 
the Pſalmiſts Prayer (and there 
is no means likely to cauſe its 
ſpeed, but Holineſs) Ariſe 0 
Lord maintain thine own canſe, 
remember how the fooliſh man 
blaſphemes thee daily. | 
Give me leave to conclude 

| my WO much what as 
Solomon doth his. Fear God and 


keep 
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keep his Comm andamnts, for this 
is the whole duty of man, and 
the endeavoiring to bring men 
to do this, 1s the whole duty 
of the tpiritual Man. And when 
that grear day of Revelation 
ſha!l commence, in which every 
ſecret thin & 4 (hall be brought 
mto jadgm-+4t,hethat hath moſt 
Gudioutly purſued this defign, 
will certainly be acknowledged 
by our great Maſter for the 
molt faithful! Servant. 
lo this firſt ſence therefore, 
Exerciſe thy ſelf unto eodlineſs. 
2. But that's not enough 53 
therefore ſecondly be ture allo 
to exerciſe thy ſelf un.» God- 
lineſs 3 ſhew-1t forth in thine 
own life and ations: think not 
thy duty done, when thou haſt 
commended it unto, and preſ- 
ſed it upon others, but. be ſure 


endeavour! it to thine owaSou!: 
let 
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let it be ſeea 1n thy living ,” as: 
well as | heard in- thy Preach- 
top. | 
This 1s the ſecond Reference: 
Cyou may remember:). I made; 
of this Precept to Timothy; and: 
give me leave to urge a Con- 
{1deration or two' to enforce it. 

i. And firſt, Let us (1 be- 
ſeech you) conſider that we 
have Souls as well as other 
men, whoſe Salvation ought to 
be as dear, and whoſe damna-! 
tion certainly will be as terri-; 
ble unto us, as other mens can 
be to them, or us either. And 
certainly itis a very wild Cha- 
rity, that prompts us to endea- 
' vour ather mens Salvation, and 
wholly neglectinthe mean time 
our own. Certainly {BJ it 
would be but a poor reliefto a 
man in Hell. to think that he 
hath been inſtrumental in ſa- 
[ ving 
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ving, others, /but rather be:the' 

aggravation: of ,' and 
cauſe him more virulently to 
curſe 'his own Folly, in -neglect- 
ing bis own welfare,” | What's 
that Sheep profited>by Cloath- 
ing. others, while it ſelf goeth 
naked? or what comfort finds 
that filly Worm in its death, 
who hath extracted its bowels 
to make others fine and gay? 
Who but a madman would ſeek 
to bunld a fortune unto others 
upon ' the '\ruins of his own 
Houſe? and 1'am ſure he is far 
enough from the temper of an 
Apoltle, who when he hath - 


preached unto others, will not | 


take care that himſelf may not 
become a caflaway. 

Either therefore ſay thou 
haſt no Soul, or the Salvation 
of it is nothing unto thee, or. 
elſe that it is /attainable- upon 

other 


[id 
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other: Terms and Conditions 
than that of other men, or elfe_ 


Exerciſe thy ſelf nmto godlineſs 5 


and do this,” becauſe thow-can(t 
not ſay the firft, and art unnatu- 
ral if thou ſay the ſecond, and 
haſt no reaſon to think the 
third. 

2. For ſecondly, Know that 
thou art obliged to Holineſs as 
well as other men, nay by 


ſtricter Rules too than they 
are. Thy Salvation is not only 


not attainable without Holineſs, 
any more than another mans is, 
but requires a greater meaſure 
of it, 1n order thereto 3 and 
thy negligence may caſt -a 


greater grief upon thee,, than 


another mans upon him. _ 

I will not urge this from the 
greater meaſure of knowledge, 
that thou art ſuppoſed to have 
above them3 though that alone 
I 2 will 
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| will fx the giile faſter, and 

make the ſtain deeper, than it 

.will.on another, the Hapiviler 

waaans, Chriſt himſelf hath aſſu- 

red us will be ſuch a mans ſad 
portion. 

But I would rather argue this 
from the Conſideration of that ' 
'facred FunQtion, we are honour- | 
ed withal. Ousg very Orders }. 
(you'know) are called holy; 
the very Bells of Aaron alone 
will ring him this note. I have 
choſen you out of the World 
(ſaith Chriſt to his Diſciples) 
and ſurely. then ſuch are to be 
 feperate-tn;their Lives as well 
as Office, and-a horrid guilt- it 
will be for theſe, to be con- 
formed to it. Certainly, thoſe 
that are Stars in Chriſts right 
hand,” muſt either ſhine bright, 
-orelle they will fully thetr Mes . 
ſter' —__ and be caſt thence 
| with 
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with indignation and ſcorn. 
While other men that arewick- 
ed, do yet retain the narme'of 
men '(though Fools or Mad- 
men_) it is worth our obſerving, 
that (in in theſe ts a perfe& Ex- 
anthropie , and / cauſeth- them 
preſently to commence Devils. 
Yon may ſee this in twoSpeech- 
es of our Saviour himſelf, þzve 
not I choſen you twelve, yet one 
3s a Devil? meaning Judas. Nay 
when'St. Peter himfelf becomes 
ſeandalous, and tempts to evil, 
he is rebuked in -no' milder 
terms than, Get thee behind - 
$4tan. The Corruption of 
beſt is always'the worft, rhſth 
our old Maxim, and *tis as rus 
in Morality as Nature, It wa$ 
therefore excellent” ' Adviee; 


which the lately memjoned 


Biſhop gave his Clergy. © 
© every pang ſhould judge 
£3 C6 Oo 
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*of his own duty, by ftriter 
© Meaſures, and ſeverer Rules, 
* than he doth that of. his Peo- 
« ple. And truly it-were a yery 
ealie taſk to inſtance in many 
"things, (that in the Laity are 
.tollerable, which would carry 


' a 'very:dangerousappearance in 


the Clergy,and be too liable to 
-miſconſtruction, 

- .. 3+ This will be the likelieſt 
way to_ render thy Preaching 
Holine6& unto. others, effe&ual 
unto its bleſſed end ,. and thy 
failing, here, will be Lure to fru- 
ſtrate thy eadeavours there. It 
1s ,even a common-place Truth, 


= That man is M:nical, and re- 


gards Examples a. great deal 
more than. Precepts; there are 


enow have. told you , that. a. 
Preachers. good Example is his 


beſt Homily, and his good Life 
his moſt prevailing Serman.. . - 
And 


—_—  — — — 
——_ ramen 
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And if that Maxim of Chrg- 


fſoſiom be true, that good Works 


convince more than Miracles, 
than - certainly that Preacher 
that deſires any fruit of. his la- 
bours, muſt ackn ge him- 
ſelf under;the (trongeſt obliga- 
tions imaginable, to be criti- 
cally careful how he liveth. As 
Religion hath'no more power- 
ful argument for it ſelf than the 


piety of its Votaries, (for that 


Fountain muſt needs be clear. 
whoſe ſtreams are ſo) ſo truly 
no mans exhortations- work fo: 
powerfully upon us, as his, 
who is himſelf (we ſee) affeted. 
with-them. {Que agenda doce- 
bat ipſe prixs agendo premonſtra- : 
bat, was the commendation of 
one of our Engliſh Saints, and 
ought 'to be ambition'd' by; 
every Preacher. - Alas! 'as the 
command of that Captain wakes 

| I 4 coldly, 
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coldly, who only cryeth go; 
; m compariſon of his, that fanh 

_* Come (iguave verire te Ceſar 
- Hon ire jubet 5) lo menlittle at- 
: tend to thoſe Preachers, that 
: bid themgo in the Paths of Ho- 
| haefſs, c4n compariſon of them, 
who go before them them- 
felves. It's the Janguage of an 
Egyptian Pharaoh, ' Go ye and 
ferve the Lord, the language of 
Canain, is O come and let us, and 
which of theſe is more likely 
to prevail on man, lefs than a 
' Prophet may eaſily foretel, and 
that upon very rational grounds 
alſo. | 
For why ſhould any 'man 


think» that his exhortation - | 


ſhould prevail more with me, 


than himſelf? or: hope to-per--. 


ſwade me "to praiſe that.of 
which 1 ſee him wholly regard- 
les? What more compendious 
courle 
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courſe can he take, to cauſe me 


—.. to miſtruſt . the truth of all 


bis Arguments,and ſuſpect them 
for Fallacies, be they never ſo 
{pecious, only becauſe ſee they 
have no Faith with him 2 Who 

regards. a drunken mans Ex> 
hortation to Temperance ? or 
believe that himſelf thinks'that-.. 
neceflary, with which he makes 
bold ſo conſtantly to diſpenſe ? 
In vain ſhall you endeavour to 
perſwade men, you are ſerious 


#n- preſſing thoſe Duties. on 


them, which you make no Con- 
ſcience of performing your 
ſelves; nor will men ever. think 
thoſe Duties pratticable, that 
are wholly . diſregarded by 
thoſe that preach them. It was 
therefore an advice worthy of 
an- Apoltle, which: is given to 
Timothy in this. Epiltle, - Take 
heed unto thy ſelf, and, tothy Do» 
Frine; and certainly.the former 


A 
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is of as great neceflity as the 
latter, nay neceſlary in order 
to it 3 that thy D-EFrine may 
not miſcarry, be ſure take care 
of thy (elf : for thy looſe neg- 
lect of thy (elf, will be fure to 
fraſtrate the deſign of thy Do- 
&rine. | 

Upon- theſe accounts there- 
fore be ſure to exerciſe thy ſelf 
anto godlineſs, 

What Cenfares then can be 
too levere for theſe men, when 
prophane and profligate?I hope | 
there are not many, but thoſe -| 
that are,are (0 many too many. | 
. Opuroy dmorxiborlas 18 all the Peti- 
tion I make for them. And TI 
hope were not yer in ſuch fad 
circumſtances, but that it may 
be granted, if the Church may 
not jndge them without , yet 
ſhe may be permitted (1 hope) 
to govern and correct (when 
need is) her own Children. 


Give 
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. Give me leave once moreto 
fpeak my thoughts before you 5 
the Church of Exglands Honour 
' will never throughly be vindi- 
cated, nor her Clergy's Repur 
tation cleared and aflerted, 'rill 
this courſe be effeGtualfy follow- 
ed. And (I doubt not but) 
every good: man ts {enfible of 
this, and will add his ſuffrage to 
the conjecture. | | 
[ conclude therefore 'by be- 
ſeeching you [ my B.} to ſi:ffer 
the word of Exhortation. Let 
us all combine together in this 
| pious reſolution, of exerciſing 
our ſelves uxto godlineſi, and 
contending each man toexceed 
his Brother in it. Our Conten- 
tions here will (T am ſure) be 
warrantable, and our negle in- 
excuſably culpable Providence 
hath caſt us upon afftliting 
times, wherein many eagerly 
hunt and gape for our deſtructi- 
| On, 
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oh;and who knows but God in- 
tends it as an efſay of our faith- 
fulneſs? Fhat vindicating our 
Religion,the aſſerting our own 
Innocence are only tobe effet- 
ed by this method. Our-failure 
will'put a Sword 1nto our Ene- 
mies hands, and make us acceſ- 
ſaries to our own ruin; while 
our care will ſhame the malice 
of our detraCtors; and 'put-to 
ſilence all gainſayers. | 

I ſpeak to wiſe and good 
men, that areableto judge what 
_T fay. And theretore 1 ſpeak fo 
* little ro theſe things, which in- 
deed it 15 a taſk, notto enlarge 
upan.  . 
But I conclude with the Pſal- 


miſts Prayer + Let all thy Prieſts, + 


0 Lord, be cloathed with righte- 
onſaeſs . and ther ſhall all thy 
Saints ſhout for joyfulne /r: Amen. 

' Now to God the Father, &c.. \ | 


FINIS. 


